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WATERFORD  CITY  COUNCIL

MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 14th March, 2005

PRESENT:          

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Riain, Meara

An Comhairleoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh

An Comhairleoir Seán  Hallagan

An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu,

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Neill,

OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          






Mr. C. Murray, City Manager

Mr. P. Power, Director Housing & Corporate Affairs

Mr.L. Power, Director of Transportation& Infrastructure






Mr. M. Walsh, Director of Planning & Environment





Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance

Mr. F. Roche, Senior Engineer

Mr. M. Ryan, Senior Engineer

Mr. R. Maddock,  Senior Architect

Mr. E. Ruane, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. F. Galvin, Senior Executive Officer

Ms. M. Quigley, A/Senior Executive Officer






Ms. M. Breen, Administrative Officer






Ms. M. Phelan, A/Administrative Officer






Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer

APOLOGY

Apology received from Cllr. M. O Halloran and Cllr. T. Cunningham who were unable to attend.

GET WELL WISHES

The Mayor on behalf of the Council extended good wishes for a full recovery to Cllr. M. O Halloran

VOTES OF SYMPATHY:

It was unanimously resolved that this Council extends its sympathy to:

Stephen Blair, Senior Executive Officer, Regional Assembly on the death of his  father Robert Blair

Miriam Wulff on the death of her aunt Peggy Brazil 

 Stan Furlong on the death of his brother Brian.

The Family of the late John Power, former City Council employee

The family of  the late  Mr. Paddy Tobin, 8  Pinewood Drive, Hillview

The family of the late Mr. Ciarán Elliot, 18 Crescent Drive, Hillview

John Andrews, Senior Planner on the death of his father .  Michael Andrews

Mrs. Mona O’Keeffe, 59 Slievekeale Road on the death of her husband Sean

Mr. & Mrs. Joe O’Regan, 159 Ballybeg Park  on the death of their son Seamus.
The City Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.

Suspension of Standing Orders

The Mayor confirmed that Cllr. D. Daniel’s motion on job creation, if not reached at this meeting,  would be dealt with at next week’s meeting.

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:

On the proposition of Cllr. L. O Neill, seconded by Cllr. D. Cullinane it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Monthly Council Meeting held 14th February, 2005  be confirmed and signed.

On the proposition of Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. M. Roche  it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of  the Adjourned Monthly Council Meeting held 21st February, 2005  be confirmed and signed.

On the proposition of Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan  it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Procedures Committee Meeting held 28th  February, 2005  be confirmed and signed.

MATTERS ARISING:

Monthly Council Meeting 14th February, 2005.

Flood Relief.

The Director of Transport & Infrastructure confirmed we had not received any correspondence from the Department of the Environment Heritage & Local Government. 

Waterford City By-Pass.

The City Manager confirmed we had not received any decision from the Minister.  It was unanimously agreed that the Council  write to Minister Roche again stressing the urgency and priorities of the Council.

Play Policy

That the preparation of the policy will proceed through the Community & Enterprise  SPC and revert to Council was confirmed by The Director of Community & Enterprise.

William Vincent Wallace Plaza.

It was confirmed grafitti was removed today.  The City Manager confirmed issues regarding the security and upkeep of the Plaza would be examined in the preparation of the business plan for open spaces.

Bus Eireann

The Senior Engineer, Transport & Infrastructure confirmed  the contract for bus shelters is to be signed to progress the provision of shelters in the City and Co. Around 30 shelters are to be provided.

Anti-social Behaviour Policy

The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs confirmed the policy document would again be considered at the June meeting of the Housing SPC and would then come before Council.

Radio Therapy

The Mayor confirmed the meeting with Minister Harney was deferred and he would be in contact again to arrange a future  date.  He also stated  that the next meeting of the Group would meet on 24th March at 7.00p.m.
Williamstown Road

The Director of Transport & Infrastructure confirmed the plans of  proposed works are available and further details will be presented in the 2005 Roads Programme at next week’s  meeting.

It was also agree to set up a meeting with Ward 2  Members to consider the detail of the housing development at Knockboy in the context of the road improvements.

People’s Park

The Director of Community & Enterprise confirmed that play equipment in the People’s Park is inspected on a regular basis and repaired/replaced as required.

Adjourned Council Meeting held  21st February, 2005

Waste Management

Resources for waste management need to be examined.

PLANNING:

(a) Planning Lists

 The planning lists for February were noted and it was agreed to refer the following planning application to the next meeting on 21st March 2005 in Committee.

Planning File No. 05/60
Applicant:
Wm. Neville & Sons Construction Ltd, c/o Patrick Halley & Associates St. Catherines Hall, Catherine Street, Waterford.

Development:
Permission for 20 no. detached two storey houses. 69 no.semi detached/terraced two storey houses, 8 no. three storey duplex units (64 no.dwellings) a 2-storey creche (130 sq.m) and all associated site works.

Development

Address:
Knockboy Road,, Knockboy,, Waterford.

Planning File No. 05/59
Applicant:
Georgina Goff & Brian Solan, 4, Bromley Avenue, Ardkeen Village, Waterford.

Development:
Permission for the erection of a two and a half storey dwelling house over three split levels with roof terrace access: single storey garage to rear of site; bore hole; waste water treatment system and associated percolation areas; new site entrance and associated site works

Development

Address:
Ballindud, Waterford

Planning File No. 05/39 (This file has been returned Invalid)
Applicant:
Mr. Enda Sheehan, /o Rory Crosbie, R. Crosbie & Associates, Trinity House, Marsh Lane, New Ross, Co. Wexford.

Development:
Permission for the change of use of the ground, first and second floors from use class 2 (Financial/Professional Services) to use class 8 (health centre/clinic) to allow medical and health services to be practiced therein.

Development

Address:
58, Mayors Walk, Waterford.

Planning File No. 05/29 (Decision conditional 11/3/’05)
Applicant:
Aoidin & Dermot Crowley, c/o Fewer Harrington Lawlor & Ptns The Atrium, Maritana Gate, Canada Street, Waterford.

Development:
Permission for Change in house type from a two storey pitched roof residence to a three storey flat roof residence and alter its orientation, all in grant of previously granted permission ref: 03-720

Development

Address:
Bishopscourt,, Ballygunner,, Waterford.

Planning File No. 05/67 (This file has been returned Invalid)

Applicant:
Gracedieu Co-Ownership Agreement, c/o Patrick Halley, St. Catherine's Hall, Catherine Street, Waterford.

Development:
Permission for A residential development comprising 94 two-storey houses semi detached, detached and terraced, 8 no. 3 storey terraced duplex units (16 units) 3 no. semi detached bungalows. semi detached single storey creche, access roads, services and site development works

Development

Address:
Gracedieu East , & Gibbet Hill,, Waterford.

Planning File No. 04/589  (Refused 24/2/2005)

Applicant:
Jack Cunningham, C/O Fewer Harrington Lawlor, Wyse House, Adelphi Quay, Waterford

Development:
Permission for construction of a single retail unit with 4 storeys above, comprising of 12 No. two bedroom apartments and erection of 3 no. one bedroom apartments and 4 no. 2 bedroom apartments on three storeys over the afore mentioned retail unit . Landscaped courtyard and associated site works

Development

Address:
16-18 O'Connell St,, Thomas Hill,, Meeting House Lane,, Waterford

(b) Taking in Charge – Grange Cove, Dunmore Road.

The Director of  Planning & Environment’s report circulated before the meeting.

 It was proposed by Cllr. D. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh and unanimously agreed to commence the process  under Section 11 of the Roads Act –  Section 180 Planning & Development, 2000  - Taking in Charge – Grange Cove.

(c) Event licence – St. Patrick’s Day Parade – Completion of the process.

 Planning & Development Act 2000 (Part XVI) & Planning & Development Regs., 2001 – Procedure relating to the holding of a prescibed event by a Local Authority -  Waterford St. Patrick’s Day Street Parade on 17th March 2004

The Director of Planning & Environment’s Report dated 7th March 2004 in accordance with Section 238 (as amended) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000  was circulated with the Agenda.

On the proposition of  Cllr. H. Quinlan seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes  it was unanimously agreed  that the proposed street parade proceed as advertised.

Arrangements for the Civic aspect of the National Holiday were advised to Council.

The Mayor complemented those involved in the preparation of this year’s St. Patrick’s Festival and in particular the emphasis placed on family activities.

(d) Planning & Development Act, 2000-2002 – Section 55 – RPS – Deletion of PRS No. 204 and RPS No. 281 -  Completion of the process.

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. D. Cullinane and unanimously agreed to complete the process under Section 55 of the Planning & Development Act 2000-2004 to delete:

 RPS No. 204 – Blessed Sacrament Chapel, Mount Sion, Barrack Street and

 RPS No. 281 – 13 Mary Street, as set out in The Director of Planning & Environment’s report which circulated at the meeting.

ESTATE:

The Estate items forming a schedule hereto were unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. D. Walsh seconded by Cllr. T. Murphy.

STANDING ORDERS

The Director of Corporate Affair’s report had been circulated with the Agenda.

Discussion centered on times of area committee meetings, flow of information between Committees and full Council, Council approval/adoption of motions, content of minutes and scheduling of monthly Council Meetings. 

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Cullinane, seconded by Cllr. M. Roche and unanimously agreed to adopt Standing Orders as presented and to review following  12 months in operation.
ANNUAL REPORT 2004 

The draft Annual Report circulated with the Agenda was considered and on the proposition of  Cllr. J. Walsh, seconded  by Cllr. M. Roche  was unanimously adopted.  The report will now go for publication.

CORPORATE PLAN 2004-2009 

The Corporate Plan circulated with the Agenda was considered.

The City Manager advised that this is the framework for the operation of the Council over the next 5 years.  He acknowledged  the work of the CPG and the Council Members in the preparation of the Plan.

In proposing the adoption of the Plan, The Deputy Mayor adverted to its role in the context of the CDB Strategy and the City Development Plan.  Members advised of the need to measure output and the introduction of  Service Indicators in the Local Authority sector, the only sector to do so, was noted.

The adoption of the plan was seconded  by  Cllr.L. O Neill  and  unanimously agreed.
CORRESPONDENCE:          

The correspondence circulated with the Agenda was noted.

Attendance at the following conferences was proposed by Cllr. L. O Neill , seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan and unanimously agreed.

1. General Council of Co. Councils Annual Conference - Mariott  Johnstown House Hotel, Enfield, Co. Meath. 3rd-5th March, 2005

Cllr. D. Daniels, Cllr. M. O Halloran, Cllr M. Roche, Cllr. L. O Neill, Cllr. P.   Hayes.

2. LAMA – 22nd Annual Conference, Rochestown Park Hotel – 1st April

Cllr. D. Daniels, Cllr. S. Ryan, Cllr. P. Hayes, Cllr. L. O Neill, Cllr. T. Murphy, Cllr. D. Walsh, Cllr. J. Halligan.

3. Sherkin Island Marine Station “Air Pollution”, Carrigaline Court Hotel, Carrigaline, Co. Cork 21st-22nd April, 2005.

Cllr. D. Daniels.

It was noted that Cllrs.  O Halloran and Roche  did not attend the conference on 3rd-5th March.

MOTIONS:          

The following motion in the name of Cllr. Mary O’Halloran was deferred due to her inability to attend on health grounds.

 “That this Council should, as a matter of high priority, call on the Minister for Health to expedite

screening for Breast Cancer for Women in the Waterford area.

 (Reg No: 457 dated 8/11/04)

The following motion  standing in her name was proposed Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. D. Daniels and agreed.

“That Waterford City Council asks the City Manager to investigate the feasibility of Waterford City Fire Brigade developing and providing a River Rescue Service,  through the provision of suitable training, equipment a rib positioned at the Municipal Marina which would be available for emergency situations in rescue and retrieval on the river Suir”.

(Reg. No. 458 dated 8 /11/2004).

The following motion standing in his name was proposed by Cllr. T. Murphy seconded by Cllr. J. Kelly

and agreed.

    “That signage be upgraded throughout the Ballybeg area”.

      (Reg. No. 442, dated 16/02/04)

The following motion standing in his name was withdrawn by  Cllr. J. Kelly
    “That all meetings of Waterford City Council be held in public, and that the broadcast media and press be allowed to attend all meetings”.

      (Reg. No. 450, dated 21/07/04).

In proposing the following motion Cllr. David Cullinane adverted to lack of quality childcare facilities, lack of funding, little or no assistance to parents in the lower income bracket.  The motion was seconded by Cllr J. Kelly.

“That this Council, noting that 

· over five years since the publication of the National Childcare Strategy childcare provision is still, in the words of the Strategy, “unco-ordinated, variable in quality and in short supply”

· delivery of childcare places and improved infrastructure under the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme (EOCP) has been subject to long delays due to the protracted review of funding by the Dept of Justice, Equality and Law Reform:

urges the government to plan strategically up to and beyond the completion of the ECOP 
in 2006 to enable all parents to reconcile their childcare needs with participation in the labour force, education and training:

and calls on the Government to

· harmonise maternity leave on an all-Ireland basis by increasing maternity leave to 26 weeks paid and 26 weeks unpaid and harmonise paternity leave on an all-Ireland basis by introducing paid paternity entitlements of two weeks per child.

· provide greater assistance to parents, especially those on lower incomes, with the cost of childcare.

· Increase revenue for the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme, including capital, staffing and operational funding and immediately expedite all outstanding applications which have been delayed due to the review of the Programme.

· Reinstate the Creche Supplement and VTOS childcare supports, the cutting of which have caused severe hardship to parents and children in disadvantaged communities.

· Review the ‘Childcare Facilities: Guidelines for Planning Authorities’ to assess effectiveness of the guidelines and investigate the possibility of introducing legislation inline with Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 to require developers to construct childcare facilities in housing developments and to transfer these to the ownership of local authority upon completion.

Reg No: 459 dated 29/11/04

 The Members were unanimous in their support for the motion.

  It was agreed to circulate to all Local Authorities, to The Tanaiste, Minister for the Health & Children and the Minister for the Environment Heritage and Local Government.

It was unanimously agreed to deal with Motion Reg. No. 460 instead of Motion No. 453.

In proposing the following motion  Cllr. D. Daniels alluded to the fact that Waterford is not receiving the opportunities required to develop in the context of the national Spatial Strategy, jobs are not materialising and to the number of job losses in the City in the past 12 months.  The motion was seconded by Cllr. M. Roche.

 “That this City Council seek to engage with the Department of Trade, Enterprise and Employment and 

the I.D.A. to establish their commitment to job creation in Waterford City in order to rectify the poor 

rate of progress in the matter over the past five years”.

(Reg No: 460, dated 3/02/05).

The Members were unanimous in  their support for the motion.

It was agreed to invite Minister Martin to meet with a Council delegation on this issue.
Any Other Business

Tall Ships

In reply to a question by Deputy Mayor Cllr Roche, the City Manager confirmed sufficient funds were in place for the Tall Ships.

City Boundary Extension

The City Manager confirmed the report on the extension of the city boundary would be presented to Council soonest.

Disc Parking

The Director of Transport & Infrastructure confirmed the report on disc parking would be presented to Council at the earliest possible opportunity.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_______________


Date:_____________________
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