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WATERFORD  CITY  COUNCIL

ADJOURNED STATUTORY BUDGET MEETING 20th December, 2005

	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha, Leas Mhéara 

An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste

An Comhairleoir  Thomás O Cuinneagain

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach

An Comhairleoir  Seamus O Dorchaidh

An  Comhairleoir Seán Hallagan

An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Seamus O Riain

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu,

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Neill,

An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin

	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:       

	







Mr. C. Murray, City Manager

Mr. P. Power, Director Housing & Corporate Affairs

Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance

Mr. M. Walsh, Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs

Mr. L. Power, Director of Transport & Infrastructure

Mr. J. Andrews, Senior Planner

Mr. B. O’Kane, Financial Management Accountant






Mr. F. Roche, Senior Engineer






Mr. R. Mannix, Senior Engineer






Mr. R. Maddock, Senior Architect






Ms. M. Quigley, Administrative Officer






Ms. M. Moran, Administrative Officer






Ms. M. Breen, Administrative Officer






Mr. P. Kelly,  Administrative Officer






Ms. J. Cantwell,  City Librarian

Mr. F. Galvin, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. B. Duggan, Senior Executive Officer

Ms. S. Coughlan, Asst. Staff Officer






Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer

	CHAIR


Due to the unavoidable absence of the Mayor, Cllr. P. Hayes, Deputy Mayor chaired the meeting

	APOLOGY


An apology was received from Cllr. H. Quinlan who was unable to attend.




	BUDGET 2006


The City Manager presented his report on the Budget 2006 which had been circulated with the agenda.

In introducing the report, the City Manager adverted to infrastructural projects completed during the year,  in particular,  the opening of the Outer Ring Road  ahead of schedule and the largest sale of development land outside of Dublin which are major contributions in fulfilling Waterford’s  role as the Gateway of the South-East, he complimented the foresight of previous Councils and the courage of this Council to show leadership.  The Manager also stated he had received confirmation from the Minister for the Environment Heritage and Local Government to  the appointment of Celtic Roads  Group to Waterford City By pass. 

The Manager highlighted a number of on-going projects,  the commencement of the first phase of the Western Link from Butlerstown Roundabout to the Old Kilmeaden Road,  commencement work on the Old Kilmeaden/Cleaboy Road to link Carrickphierish to the Western Link, improvement works on Williamstown Road, public lighting programme, City Centre Urban Renewal, retail sector development across the city, review of the City Development Plan, improvements/investment in parks/open spaces, Regional Sports Complex, grants and support to the community.

The Manager stated the budget as presented provides for expenditure of €51.4m which represents an increase of 4.4m or 9.4% over the budget adopted for 2005.  He stated   the budget contained payroll and pension costs increases of  8.5% which included for continued employment of the current levels of employees, seasonal workers, when required and additional workers being allocated to street cleaning, national wage agreements due under sustaining progress and a full year’s provision of the 4 shift system in the fire service, and additional retirements. Non payroll costs include provision for rental accommodation scheme, anti-social behaviour unit, provision for the homeless, refuse collection and disposal, street cleaning, regional sports complex, arts/community grants.

It is included that the fixed charge increase by  €20 to €120p.a. and the cost per lift of the grey bin  increase to €7.50;  no change for the green or brown bin.  The Council’s  fair and generous waiver scheme will continue to operate.

The Manager stated  the Local Government Fund notified to the City Council for 2006 is €8,030,490 which represents a 6.52% increase over the provision for 2005.

Cllr. D. Walsh expressed dissatisfaction that the Worker’s Party had not been notified of the exact charges to be applied and advised that he could not support the imposition of these charges.

Cllr. D. Daniels referred to his satisfaction to see so many projects being developed and completed.  He referred in particular to the Waterford City By pass and considered the  2006 budget allows for further progress.  He asked that the Waterside area be focused on this coming year.

Cllr. L. O’Neill adverted to the closure of Kilbarry Landfill, the success of the Tall Ships festival and paid tribute to the improvements in the Fire Service, the achievements of the Library service and welcomed the proposed changes in parking management.

Cllr. T. Cunningham called this a realistic yet ambitious budget.  He welcomed the proposals for work on the Williamstown  Road,  the emphasis on recycling,  the extra attention to litter management and the proposed expansion of the Library service.

Cllr. S. Ryan acknowledged the social inclusion aspect of the budget.  He mentioned the set up of the Anti-Social Behaviour unit, the works for Kilbarry Halting Site, the Library service, the remedial works scheme and the improvements to  the Tramore Road walkway.

Cllr. J. Kelly advised that he would not support a budget containing service changes.  He expressed his concern at the failure of central Government to support Local Government, the low level of the Local Government Fund which left the Council no option but to increase charges.

Cllr. M. O Halloran welcomed the pay and display parking, the works on the Tramore Road walkway and the establishment of the Anti-Social Behaviour Unit.  Supporting the budget, she said,  would secure employment for council workers.

Cllr. T. Murphy  acknowledged the provision for the remedial works schemes and central heating schemes.  He acknowledge the provision of the Anti-Social Behaviour Unit and homeless.

Cllr. J. D’Arcy described the budget as a fair and honest  attempt to balance development within the parameters that Councils find themselves.  He acknowledged the road improvements, Anti-Social Behaviour Unit and the development of the sports complex at Killure.  He also stated that the Granary and Golf Club  be examined with a view to reducing financial losses.

Cllr. D. Cullinane sought a move to 3-year budgeting as part of  Local Government reform.  He acknowledged the provision for remedial works schemes, Anti-Social Behaviour Unit, parking and  traveller accommodation.  He questioned the  out-turn figure for expenses.

Cllr. J. Walsh described the budget as a positive step for this confident and optimistic city.  He welcomed provision in housing, sports, recreation facilities, recycling, green routes and infrastructural  improvements.   He accepted the waiver scheme as equitable and the need for the Council to remain in control of waste management to secure jobs.

Cllr. J Halligan criticised the method of funding Local Government and poor national financial management.  He  asserted that his mandate was to oppose the imposition of local service charges.

Cllr. M. Roche considered the highlights of  2005 viz: the closure of Kilbarry Landfill, opening of the outer ring road, improved Fire Service, Tall Ships Race, urban renewal in city centre.  She thanked the people of Waterford for their contribution to recycling.  She welcomed the financial support for the arts and museum.  She acknowledged that the polluter pays principle applies to charges and asked for support from all the community for the developing city. 

Questions were dealt with  in respect of car parking at Millers Marsh,  site of  Gas Works on the Waterside,  remedial works at Ardmore Park, Lisduggan/Larchville, appointments to the board of Waterford Treasures and Municipal Golf Course.

Suspension of Standing Orders

It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cunningham and seconded by Cllr. S. Ryan and unanimously agreed to suspend standing orders to continue the meeting.

In proposing the adoption of the draft budget Cllr.  T. Cunningham outlined the budget as presented as encouraging with further potential for the growth of  Waterford City

“THAT it is hereby resolved that the Budget for the financial year ending 31st December 2006

prepared and circulated by the City Manager is hereby adopted.

“AND THAT in accordance with the Budget thus adopted €60.86 be and is hereby determined as the 

Annual Rate on Valuation to be levied for the several purposes specified in the Budget for the Financial 

Year ending 31st December, 2006.

“AND THAT in accordance with the budget thus adopted a refuse collection charge of €120.00 fixed charge, €7.50 for grey bin, €1.50 for green bin and €1.50 for brown bin per wheel bin lift be and is hereby determined to apply from 6th February, 2006”.

The proposal was formally seconded by Cllr. S.Ryan.

The proposal was then put before the meeting and a recorded vote was called for and resulted as follows:



FOR (9)




AGAINST (5)

An Comhaireoir Daithí MacDomnhaill                                       An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Máire de Róiste 



An Comhairleoir Daithi Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach



An Comhairleoir Seán Hallagán

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh 


An Comhairleoir Daithi Ó Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Thomás Ó Cuinneagain                                  An Comhairleoir Tomás Ó Murchú


An Comhairleoir Labhrás Ó Néill

An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin

An Comhairleoir Séamus Ó Riain

An Comhairleoir Padraig ÓhAodha


The motion was declared carried

Cllr. P. Hayes,  Deputy Mayor thanked  the Manager and staff and  described the budget as positive and progressive.   It continues to secure employment, safeguards the more vulnerable in society yet enables the city to progress.  He acknowledged the magnitude of the Council’s contribution to the local economy and this budget of 51.4m.

The City Manager thanked the Mayor and elected members for their support and also thanked Head of Finance, the Directors of Services and City Council staff for their work and support in the preparation of the budget and  will continue to build on this vision.

Confirmation of Minutes:

It was proposed by  Cllr. T. Cunningham, seconded by Cllr. M. Roche and unanimously agreed that the minutes of Council Meeting  in  Committee held on 29th November, 2005 be confirmed and signed.

It was proposed by Cllr. M. O Halloran, seconded by Cllr. D. Daniels and unanimously agreed that the minutes of Council Meeting in Committee held on 5th December, 2005 be confirmed and signed.

The meeting then concluded.

Signed:________________________

Date:_____________________
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