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WATERFORD  CITY  COUNCIL

MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 5th December, 2005

	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain, Meara

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste

An Comhairleoir  Thomás O Cuinneagain

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach

An Comhairleoir  Seamus O Dorchaidh

An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Seamus O Riain

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu,

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Neill,

An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin

	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          


Mr. C. Murray, City Manager

Mr. P. Power, Director Housing & Corporate Affairs

Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance

Mr. M. Walsh, Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs

Mr. L. Power, Director of Transport & Infrastructure






Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Community & Enterprise






Mr. F. Roche, Senior Engineer






Mr. R. Mannix, Senior Engineer






Mr. J. Andrews, Senior Planner






Mr. E. Lonergan A/Senior Engineer






Mr. R. Maddock, Senior Architect






Mr. C. Nolan,  Arts Officer






Ms. M. Quigley, Administrative Officer






Ms. M. Breen, Administrative Officer

Mr. F. Galvin, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. E. Ruane, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. J. Sullivan, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. B. Duggan, Senior Executive Officer






Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer

	APOLOGY


An apology was received from Cllr.J. Halligan who was unable to attend.




	VOTES OF SYMPATHY


It was unanimously resolved that this Council extends its sympathy to: 

Senator Maurice Cummins on the death of his brother-in-Law Brendan O’Shea, Richard Fanning on the death of his uncle Christopher Quigley, the families of  Rose Kelleher,Tom Maher, Rockfield Park,Tommy Fanning, Lisduggan, Mary Power, Lisduggan, Lily Griffin, Roanmore Park, Eddie Batt, Breda Menton, Mrs. Flynn, 73 Rice Park, Peg Ahern, Rockenham, Lil Sadlier, Rockenham 

The City Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.
The Mayor informed the meeting he had received a request for suspension of Standing Orders from Cllrs. J. Walsh, P. Hayes and S. Ryan to propose a motion in support of the  SIPTU campaign to protect jobs in Irish Ferries.  The Mayor confirmed he would take the Motion at 6.00 p.m.  the Mayor  also stated he would take motion No. 11(b) “National Hygiene Audit Report” on the Agenda after this as requested by Cllr. D. Walsh. 

	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


On the proposition of  Cllr. D. Cullinane seconded by Cllr. T. Murphy it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Monthly Council Meeting held  7th November, 2005 be confirmed and signed.

It was proposed by Cllr. L. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. M. O Halloran and unamimously agreed that the minutes of the Special Council Meeting held 14th November, 2005 be confirmed and signed.

	MATTERS ARISING


Monthly Council Meeting 7th November, 2005.

Traveller Accommodation – Ward 2 Representative/City Boundary Extension/Anti-Social Behaviour Policy

In reply to a question from Cllr. D. Cullinane, Cllr. T. Cunningham, Chairman Area 2 Committee confirmed that a representative from Ward 2 had been nominated and the executive advised accordingly.   The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs confirmed we are awaiting a response from Kilkenny Co. Council in respect of the City Boundary Extension, the Director also confirmed interviews were held today for the position of the Anti-Social Behaviour Officer and the amendments proposed to anti-social behaviour policy by Cllr. Halligan were considered at the SPC meeting  held on Friday 2nd December, 2005.

CCTV-Lacken Road

In reply to a question from Cllr. T. Murphy, the Director of Planning & Environment  stated an order had issued.
Outer Ring Road

In reply to a question from Cllr. D. Daniels, the City Manager stated the overall costs of  the current phase were approximately €37 and the  balance outstanding is in the region of  €15m. 
Halloween Events

In reply to a question from Cllr. M. O Halloran, the City Manager stated that costs of clean up could be considered in the context of the Budget 2006 deliberations.

	PLANNING


(a) 

1.  Planning & Development Act, 2000, Regulations, 2001, as amended. Part 8 –  Housing Development at Carrickphierish - Completion of the process.  

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Walsh, seconded by  Cllr. D. Cullinane  and unanimously agreed to complete the development at Carrickphierish  as set out in Manager’s Report which circulated with the  agenda.

2.   Planning & Development Act, 2000, Regulations, 2001, as amended. Part 8 –  Redevelopment at     

      Waterford Regional Sports Centre, Tramore Road.

The City Manager stated the project as a joint venture with the private sector, approved by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, is a design, construct, operate the leisure facility.  The development will be an inclusive family friendly sports facility that   will replace the existing sports centre and with a multi-purpose facility to cater for market sectors, community, children, health, sporting groups, regional training and competition and outdoor sporting activities.   Waterford City Council will retain full ownership of the land and will pay an annual contribution of  €125,000 for operating costs to the Special Purpose Vehicle set up to operate the centre.  The operating guidelines are as set out in the sports capital funding requirements provide for access, affordability and inclusion.  In recommending the project the Manager described the development as a high quality distinctive multi-purpose leisure and sports facility through the joint venture process, satisfying the authority’s social inclusion objectives, and fulfilling perceived gaps in service provision in sports and recreation in Waterford and the South East Area.

Questions were dealt with in relation to accessibility, pricing structure, profit sharing, minority sports, existing sport commitments, size of the swimming pool and the role of Waterford Sports Partnership.

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by  Cllr. S. Ryan and unanimously agreed to complete redevelopment at Waterford Regional Sports Centre,  as set out in Manager’s Report dated 29th November, 2005  which circulated with the  agenda.

It was further proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. S. Ryan and unanimously agreed that pursuant to the report of the City Manager on the structure of the management of the proposed centre this Council hereby resolves to guarantee borrowings not to exceed €4m by the Special Purpose Vehicle to be formed, subject to the approval of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, and that this Council contribute the sum of €125,000 fixed annually towards the running costs of the centre.

3.  Section 13 (Planning & Development ) Act, 2000-2004 – Variations to Waterford City Development Plan – 2000 

The City Manager’s report, circulated with the agenda, summarised and responded to the submissions received, and outlined the policy changes proposed to rezone lands at Ardmore Park and Priory Lawn, Ballybeg from open space to residential. The Senior Planner outlined the process involved, the recognised need and advised Council that in considering the proposed variation of the plan the Members are restricted to considering the proper planning and sustainable development of the area to which the Development Plan relates, the statutory obligations of Waterford City Council and any relevant policies or objectives for the time being of the Government or any Minister of the Government.

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. M. O Halloran that the site at Ardmore Park and Priory Lawn and detailed in the City Manager’s Report dated  23rd November, 2005  which circulated with  the Agenda   be designated for the provision of  residential development.

4. Planning & Development Act, 2000, Regulations, 2001, as amended. Part 8 –  Housing Development at Ardmore Park/Priory Lawn – Road Layout and infill housing - Commencement of the process.  

The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs advised Council of the proposed development which  consists of apartments and free standing houses, demolition of two houses on Ardmore Terrace to facilitate a link road between Ardmore Park and Terrace. 

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. M. O Halloran and  unanimously agreed that Waterford City Council initiate the process under Part 8 of the (Planning & Development) Regulations, 2001 as amended in respect of  road layout and infill housing at Ardmore Park/Priory Lawn. 

5. Planning & Development Act, 2000, Regulations, 2001, as amended.  Part 8 –  Housing Development at Ballytruckle/Kilochan - Commencement of the process.  

The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs advised Council of the proposed development which consists of  6 no. two bedroom houses. 


It was proposed by Cllr. S. Ryan, seconded by Cllr. D. Cullinane  and  unanimously agreed that Waterford City Council initiate the process under Part 8 of the (Planning & Development) Regulations, 2001 as amended in respect of  infill housing at Ballytruckle/Kilochan.

6. Planning & Development Act, 2000, Regulations, 2001, as amended.  Part 8 –  Development at People’s Park – Phase Three - Commencement of the process.  

The Director of Community  & Enterprise advised Council of the proposed development which includes, drainage works and new fountain around the bandstand area, playground, drainage and landscaping to the north and skateboarding facility drainage and landscape to the south side including Goff track area.

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes and unanimously agreed  that Waterford City Council initiate the process under Part 8 of the (Planning & Development) Regulations, 2001 as amended in respect of  phase 3  redevelopment works at the People’s Park.

It was also agreed to revert to Council to further discuss in Committee.
(b)  Material Contravention – 05/198 –  Completion of the process - 

The recommendation as set out in the Manager’s report which circulated with the agenda was proposed by  Cllr. S. Ryan, seconded by Cllr. M. O Halloran  it was unanimously agreed:

“That this Council, in accordance with Section 34(6) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000, requires that a decision to grant planning permission be made in respect of planning application reference  05/198  
a mixed development consisting of:(a) a residential apartment constructed in 4 No.individual two storey buildings(building No's 1 & 4 to contain-3 No.one bedroom apartments & 1 No.three bedroom apartment per building.Building's no. 2 & 3 to contain- 2 No.two bedroom apartments & 2 No. one bedroom apartments per building),providing a total of 16 no.apartments, complete with balconies at first floor level to front elevation. (b) a creche & preschool building (c) a park & children's playground. (d) all of the above works to include all associated ancillary accommodation & associated site works, inclusive of roads, car-parking, fencing and new entrance, Power's Field, Hennessys Road, Waterford, subject to the 15 conditions contained in the Senior Planner’s Report.
	
	Property Management


The Estate items forming a schedule hereto were unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. D.Daniels.

	
	finance


It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr D.Daniels and unanimously agreed:                                                                                      

(a) That this Council hereby authorises, subject to sanction by the Minister for      

the Environment Heritage & Local Government  €5 Million, by way of overdraft and/or short term loan for the Municipal Fund for the year ended 31st December 2006.

       (b) That this Council hereby authorises, subject to sanction by the Minister for the Environment Heritage & Local Government, that Waterford City Council increases the Loan facility in respect of Landfill remediation by €2 Million to €6.3 Million.

Standing Orders were suspended at this point as set out by the Mayor at the commencement of the meeting
1. The following motion was proposed by Cllr. J. Walsh, seconded by Cllr.  S. Ryan and unanimously agreed :

“That Waterford City Council fully supports SIPTU’s campaign  to protect the jobs of Irish Ferries workers”

2.The following motion was proposed by Cllr. D. Walsh, seconded by Cllr. D. Cullinane and unanimously agreed:

 “That this Council view with concern the contents of the National Audit of Hygiene in Irish Hospitals and are disappointed to discover that Waterford Regional Hospital has such a low rating”.   

	
	WIT PRESENTATION 


A presentation was made by Prof. K. Byrne, WIT and Dr. F. Dolphin, and Ms. M. Leech, Waterford Chamber of Commerce on the need for a university in Waterford to serve the South East to further develop our gateway city which outlined the under performance in the region in comparison to the other regions and the need for additional investment in the region if the South East is to participate fully in national economic growth, the current status of  WIT and its  restrictions by regulations  that constrain the  range of programmes it can offer and limits its resources to conduct research and development.  The contributions to Waterford through WIT in providing high quality education, working with local industry and agencies. Waterford  is the largest gateway without a university and has the potential to attract the level and type of resources that can make it a competitive city both nationally and internationally, but the location of a university here is essential to achieve this.

Questions were dealt with in respect of the strategy for economic social and cultural development, PLUTS, regional planning guidelines,  high tech industries, employment in south east region, grants, research and development, funding, timescale.

The Mayor thanked Prof. Byrne, Dr. Dolphin and Ms. Leech  for the presentation and  proposed:

“That this Council call in the strongest terms on the Government and, in particular, the Minister for Education & Science to look favourably on the provision of a regional university in the southeast and that this be established within a reasonable timeframe in Waterford as the region’s gateway city”.

The proposal was seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes and unanimously resolved.
The Members resolved to suspend standing orders  to go into committee prior to the end of this meeting to discuss 

Register of Protected Structures – Section 55 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000-recommendation from the Minister for the Envrionment, Heritage & Local Government under Section 53 of the above Act- “Aisling”, Dunmore Road.

The Director of Planning & Environment stated that the property was sensitively restored and a site visit reinforced his earlier recommended that the property be added to the Register of Protected Structures. 

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Cullinane, seconded by Cllr. J. Kelly and unanimously agreed to the addition of “Aisling”, to the Register of Protected Structures.

The meeting then concluded.

Signed:________________________

Date:_____________________
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