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WATERFORD  CITY  COUNCIL

ADJOURNED MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 18th April, 2005

	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Riain, Meara

An Comhairleoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh

An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagáin 

An Comhairleoir Seán  Hallagan

An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu,

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Neill,

An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin

	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          







Mr. C. Murray, City Manager

Mr. P. Power, Director Housing & Corporate Affairs

Mr.L. Power, Director of Transportation& Infrastructure






Mr. M. Walsh, Director of Planning & Environment






Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. F. Roche, Senior Engineer

Mr. M. Ryan, Senior Engineer

Mr. F. Galvin, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. J. O’Sullivan, Senior Executive Officer

Ms. M. Quigley, A/Senior Executive Officer






Ms. M. Phelan, A/Administrative Officer






Ms. A. Morrissey, Asst. Staff Officer






Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer

	VOTES OF SYMPATHY:


It was unanimously resolved that this Council extends its sympathy to:

John Murphy, Head Of Finance on the death of his brother Eamon Murphy
 

The Family of the late Michael Cummins,  Former City Council employee

The Family of the late John Carey, 5 Keane’s Road.  Former City Council employee

Aighleann O Shaughnessy, Senior Architect, OPW, on the death of her father Mairtin O Flathartaigh

Mrs. Betty Cooney & Family , 36 Congress Place on the death of her husband Michael

Joan Morrissey  & Family on the death of her husband Tony 

	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:


On the proposition of Cllr. D. Walsh, seconded by Cllr. L. O Neill it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Monthly Council Meeting held 14th March,  2005  be confirmed and signed.

On the proposition of Cllr. M O Halloran, seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan  it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of  the Adjourned Monthly Council Meeting held 21st March, 2005  be confirmed and signed.

On the proposition of Cllr. H. Quinlan, seconded by Cllr. T. Cunningham  it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Procedures Committee Meeting held 4th April, 2005  be confirmed and signed.

On the proposition of Cllr. M. O Halloran, seconded by Cllr. T. Cunningham  it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Monthly Council Meeting held 4th April, 2005  be confirmed and signed.

	MATTERS ARISING:


Monthly Council Meeting 14th March, 2005.

Anti-social Behaviour Policy

Responding to a question from Cllr. Halligan, The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs confirmed the policy document would  be considered at the June meeting of the Housing SPC and would then revert to Council.  He also confirmed application was made to the Department of the Environment Heritage & Local Government under the  Housing Initiative programme for funding.  The Director stated the Housing Foremen are aware of the contacts in cases of emergency and the possibility of  a contact from the Housing Office would be considered. 

Radio Therapy

The Mayor confirmed he wrote to  Minister Harney  to arrange a future  date for a meeting but had received no correspondence. He confirmed he would write again and he would also write to Health Service Executive regarding this matter.

Job Creation

In answer to a question from Cllr. Daniels, the Mayor will write to Minister Martin again to determine a date to meet a Council delegation to discuss job creation in Waterford.

Decentralisation

The City Manager confirmed he is contact with the Office of the Minister for the Environment Heritage & Local Government regarding suitable sites in the city the matter will revert to Council.

Waterford City By-Pass

Following a question from Cllr. Cunningham, the City Manager confirmed he had not received any decision from the Minister.  It was unanimously agreed that the Council  write to Minister Roche again stressing the urgency and priorities of the Council.

Planning Application 05/60  – Construction of  20 No. 2 storey houses  69 semi detached/terraced houses, 8 No. 3 storey duplex units (64 No. dwellings) and a  2-storey crèche at Knockboy Road, Knockboy – Wm. Neville & Sons Construction Ltd.

The Senior Planner confirmed further information was requested on 15th April, 2005.
Flood Relief.

The Director of Transport & Infrastructure confirmed he is meeting with  the Department of the Environment Heritage & Local Government shortly to progress the scheme.

Play Policy

Cllr. Roche requested  the  policy be referred to the Planning SPC.

Tall Ships

An update of the Tall Ships will be made at the Council Meeting on 3rd May, 2005.

Procedures  Meeting held  4th April, 2005

It was confirmed that the Procedures Committee comprises the Mayor in Office,  former Mayors who are current members of the Council  and the Chairs of the SPC’s  as adopted in Standing Orders.  In response to a question from Cllr. Cullinane, the Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs confirmed considerations for civic honours must be unanimously adopted by the Procedures Committee before submission to Council.
	PLANNING:


(a) Planning Lists

 The planning lists for March were noted and it was agreed to refer the following  planning applications to the next Area Committee meeting to be held on  16th May, 2005.

Ward 1

File No. 05/72

Applicant Name: Gracedieu Co-Ownership Agreement,

Construction of 95, two storey houses semi-detached, detached & terraced, 8, three storey terraced duplex units (16 units), 3, semi-detached bungalows, semi-detached creche, access roads, services & site development works at Gibbit Hill,, Gracedieu East,, Waterford

 Ward 2
(05/70 (invalid)

File No. 05/120  now refers

Applicant Name: Joseph and Breda Hayden

Demolition of 1 No. existing dwelling and the construction of 4 No. 2-storey residential units in one block. Also 8 No. car parking spaces with proposed new vehicular entrance off Summerville Avenue, including all associated site woks at  'Stoneleigh', 44 Passage Road, Waterford

(b)  Section 13 (Planning & Development ) Act, 2000-2004 – Variations to Waterford City Development Plan – 2000 

The City Manager’s report, circulated with the agenda , summarised and responded to the submissions received, and outlined the policy changes proposed and the three sites recommended for designation for the provision of  Retail Warehousing. The Manger outlined the process involved, the recognised need and advised Council that in considering the proposed variation of the plan the Members are restricted to considering the proper planning and sustainable development of the area to which the Development Plan relates, the statutory obligations of Waterford City Council and any relevant policies or objectives for the time being of the Government or any Minister of the Government.

 Cllr. T. Cunningham, Chairman of the Planning SPC advised Council that Mr. J. Andrews, Senior Planner answered questions from the  Members of the SPC at the meeting held on 24th  March, 2005.  He stated Ms. S. Taheny, representing the CIF,briefly outlined that the CIF were opposed to the rezoning of the lands at Waterford Crystal, the principal argument being loss of open space/recreation facilities.    Cllr. Cunningham informed Council that Ms. Canney & Mr. Kenneally expressed the views of the Community Forum, also opposed to the variation due to the loss of the open space.  The SPC Chair also confirmed to Council that the matter of ethics in public office had been raised at the Planning SPC meeting. 

The Director of Planning & Environment dealt with a question in respect of recreation facilities on the Airport Road  he stated the various sporting clubs and  the Waterford City Council  are working  in partnership.
The Senior Planner stated the gross floor area of any individual warehouse shall not exceed 6,000m2 .
It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes  and unanimously agreed to change the wording from sports goods to sports wear  under Policy,  Retail Warehousing paragraph (i) in the report circulated at the meeting 

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Walsh seconded by Cllr. O Halloran that the site at  the Six Cross Roads (adjoining proposed hospital) and detailed in the City Manager’s Report dated 31st March, 2005 circulated with  the Agenda  be designated for the provision of Retail Warehousing.  

It was proposed by   Cllr. J. Walsh seconded by Cllr. M. Roche that the site at the Airport Road  (City Council site) and detailed in the City Manager’s Report dated 31st March, 2005 circulated with  the Agenda be designated for the provision of Retail Warehousing.

It was proposed by Cllr. J. Halligan, seconded by Cllr. L . O Neill that the site at Cork Road (Waterford Crystal) and detailed in the City Manager’s Report dated 31st March, 2005 circulated with  the Agenda be designated for the provision of Retail Warehousing and as a mixed-use development site.

The proposal was then put before the meeting and a recorded vote was called for and resulted as follows:



FOR (15)





AGAINST (0)

An Comhairleoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh

An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagáin 

An Comhairleoir Seán  Hallagan

An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu,

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Neill,

An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin


An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Riain, Meara

The proposal was declared carried.

It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. D. Cullinane and unanimously resolved, regard being had to the City Managers report,  to make a variation to the  Waterford City Development Plan as detailed below: 

VARIATION OF DEVELOPMENT PLAN (Variation No. 2)

Variation of the Waterford City Development Plan by (a) deleting the second paragraph in column 2 on page 20 and the policy box on Retail Warehousing on page 22 and (b)  by substituting the following statement and policies:

It is anticipated that there will be expansion in expenditure in categories of goods that may not be readily accommodated within the central shopping area. Retail parks have emerged as agglomerations of retail warehouses grouped around a common car park selling bulky household goods. Retail warehouses require extensive areas of showroom space, often with minimal storage requirements.

If located in the central area retail warehouses by their nature and scale can detract from the urban character. However unless the range of goods on offer is restricted retail warehouses can have an undermining effect on the city centre.

It is proposed therefore to make provision for the development of a retail park or parks subject to strict controls on the volume of floorspace to be provided, on the range of goods to be offered for sale, and on the size of individual units. These restrictions on development are generally in accordance with the Retail Planning – Guidelines for Planning Authorities.

POLICY

RETAIL WAREHOUSING

It is the policy of the Planning Authority to strictly control retail warehousing in the city. Retail warehouses will only be permitted where they fulfil the following criteria: -

(i) Only retailing of non-convenience products not associated with the city centre such as bulky household goods, including carpets, furniture, automotive products, white electrical goods, DIY and gardening products; office and industrial plant and equipment, and building materials will be permitted. The sale of goods such as food, clothing, footwear, toys, and sportswear will not be permitted.

(ii) It can be demonstrated that the development meets a practical need and that the proposal, taken in isolation, or in combination with other such developments will not have an unacceptable impact on existing or proposed retail facilities. Applications for retail warehouses or retail parks will be required to be accompanied by a retail impact statement.

(iii) The minimum floor area of any warehouse shall not be less than 700m2 gross floor area, and the maximum floor area shall not exceed 6000m2 gross floor area, including any ancillary garden centre.

(iv) The floorspace shall be provided in a grouped format in planned retail parks, and individual, freestanding, retail warehouses will not normally be permitted. No individual park shall accommodate more than10,000 square metres net floor space

(v) The development shall be strategically located in relation to the road and public transport network, and sufficient car parking shall be provided on site to service the development.

(vi) Retail parks shall achieve a high standard of design, have a coherent layout and shall meet with the policies and development control standards set down in Part 4 of this Development Plan.

(vii)  
 Proposals for retail parks that are part of a mixed use development shall be considered on their  merits having regard to the Retail Strategy.

It is considered that the following locations meet with the criteria for the development of a retail park (see map page 1962): 

1. site at Six Cross Roads (adjoining proposed hospital)

2. site at Airport Road (City Council site)

3. site at Cork Road (Waterford Crystal)

It is proposed therefore to designate the above sites for the provision of Retail Warehousing in accordance with the policies outlined above. In the case of the Waterford Crystal site which is capable of accommodating a larger volume of development, it is proposed to provide for the development of a mixed use area, providing for the creation of an enterprise zone and facilitating opportunities for employment creation. In addition to retail warehousing a development could include office-based industry, enterprise centre, light industry, hotel, limited residential use cultural/leisure uses. 

DESIGNATED SITES.
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Variation No. 4 – Protected Structures

The City Managers report circulated with the agenda outlined the details of the proposed variation, summarised and responded to the submissions received and recommended that the variation be made.

There is a policy in the current Development Plan to:

“Ensure that proposals for material changes of use of Protected Structures are compatible with the essential character of the buildings and their setting”

 It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. M. O Halloran and  unanimously resolved to make a variation to the  Waterford City Development Plan 2000  by deleting the above mentioned policy for Protected Structures and substituting the following:

“It is the policy of the City Council to encourage uses that are compatible with the character of protected structures.  The Planning Authority may, where considered appropriate, relax use zoning and other site development restrictions in order to secure the protection and conservation of protected structures.  These restrictions may be relaxed where the protected structure will be rehabilitated to the highest standards, where the special interest, character and setting of the building is protected and when the proposed use and development is consistent with conservation policies and the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.  In such cases the proposed development shall be open for consideration nothwitstanding the current zoning objective for the site and therefore shall be considered as not materially contravening the Development Plan.”

In reply to a question by Cllr. Kelly the Senior Planner confirmed this variation referred to Protected Structures and their immediate curtilage and not to attendant or adjacent grounds.

Cllr. Tom Cunningham, Chairman of Planning SPC advised Council that this matter had also been considered by the Planning SPC and discussion therein indicated support for and dissent from  the proposal.  

(C) Part 8  Planning & Development Regulations, 2001, as amended– Proposed development of an Integrated Sporting Facility at Williamstown - Completion of  the process.

It was proposed by Cllr. J. Walsh, seconded by Cllr. T Cunningham and resolved unanimously to proceed with the development of an Integrated Sporting Facility at Williamstown in accordance with the Manager’s Report dated 29th March, 2005,  which circulated with the agenda.

In reply to a question by  Cllr. Roche in respect of finance and time scale,  the Director of Planning & Environment stated, the cost to be in the region of  €2m for which an application from Sports Capital funding would be made and a contribution from City Council resources would be required.  He stated the development would take a number of years to complete and clubs would be accommodated as works progressed.  He confirmed that it was not intended that the facility would compete with the Butler Community facility.

The Director stated the motor track activity was unauthorised  and could not be facilitated in the development

In reply to a question from Cllr. Daniels the Director stated future developments would have to go through the Part 8 process under the Planning & Development Regulations 2001, and the City Council would like the  Clubs to take ownership of the development when complete.

In reply to a question by Cllr. J. Kelly, the Director stated that adequate parking provision was including in the proposals.

	PROPERTY MANAGEMENT


The Property Management items forming a schedule hereto were unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. D. Daniels seconded by Cllr. D. Cullinane.
	MAIN DRAINAGE


Mr. Fintan McGivern,of  E.G. Pettit & Co, Mr. K. McEntyre, and Mr. M. McDaid of  J.B. Barry, made a presentation to the Members outlining the developments of the Waterford Main Drainage Scheme .

Mr. McGivern stated not all of the existing zoned development land is fully served by the existing main drainage system.  The main exceptions are the undeveloped areas to the north-west of the City (Gracedieu area) and the Kilbarry area to the south of Ballybeg.  Both of these areas have recently been, or are about to be, serviced in the near future under Serviced Land Initiative schemes, with new sewers extended into these areas.  In addition, Interceptor Sewer No. 1, which has been laid along the Quays, runs all the way out to Bilberry and will provide drainage to further areas in Gracedieu. The Waterford Main Drainage (WMD) Scheme - phase 2, costing in the region of €56.5 Million, will provide for a new state of the art Waste Water Treatment Plant (WWTP) and Outfall at 

Gorteens, Belview, Co. Kilkenny. The scheme will also include the construction and upgrading of numerous pump stations and a collection system that will convey all the waste water from Waterford City and Environs to the WWTP. The ultimate goal is to eliminate all foul effluent discharges into the River Suir, thus resulting in Environmental, Economic, and Recreational opportunities for Waterford and its Environs. There are a total of 8 contracts associated with the WMD scheme, 7 of these progressed through the tender analysis and approval stages during 2004. One contract was awarded in 2004 and the balance will be awarded in 2005. It is anticipated that 7 contracts, including the WWTP will commence construction in 2005.

In reply to a question by Cllr. Daniels, the Director of Transport & Infrastructure confirmed all Wayleaves were in place for the development.

Replying  to a question regarding odour from sludge Mr. McGivern stated the development would be a Design Build and Operate contract and this was taken into consideration at the design stage.

Replying to a question regarding finance the Director of Transport & Infrastructure stated a domestic contribution was paid through the Local Government Fund.

	BOUNDARY EXTENSION


The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs advised the Members the Consultant’s report needed  to be updated to take account of democratic issues,  planning and infrastructural services and financial matters  and demographic changes.  This exercise would take a number of weeks and the report would circulate to Council during the month of  May.
Replying to a question from  Cllr. Davy Walsh, Mr. Power said that all contributions and submission from members would be most welcome.

	SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS


The Mayor agreed to  a request from Cllr. D. Walsh to suspend Standing orders to discuss the issue of  Waste Management at this point in the meeting.

The Director of Planning & Environment stated a number of lorry loads of refuse were rejected at the  Materials Recovery Facility in Dungarvan which cost in the region of €2,000 per load.  He stated in order to ensure high quality recycling, green bins were being sampled on a random basis for contaminated material and confirmed the practice of searching bins at random will be sustained.  The Director stated privacy was not an issue, there was no searching on individuals, the exercise is to identify cheating households for gross abuse of the system.  He complimented the households who were doing a good job and stated the majority of households comply with the rules.  Mr. Walsh acknowledged the need to keep members advised in this regard.  

While acknowledging  enforcement is required Members expressed their concern at the sense of  anger felt by households who felt an  invasion of  privacy and at the possibility of individuals being searched  and penalised over what might be a genuine mistake.

The Director confirmed Members will be notified in future before such a task is undertaken. 
	CORRESPONDENCE:          


The correspondence circulated with the Agenda was noted.

Attendance at the following conferences was proposed by Cllr. D. Daniels , seconded by Cllr. L. O Neill and unanimously agreed.

1. South & Eastern Regional Assembly 6th Annual Regional Assembly Conference, Great Southern Hotel,Killarney, Co. Kerry.  19th-20th May, 2005

 Cllr. D. Daniels

2. Kerry Environmental Recognition, 14th Annual Environmental Conference, Golf Hotel, Ballybunion, Co. Kerry.   4th-7th May, 2005.

Cllr. D. Cullinane

	Any Other Business


Marina

In reply to a question by Cllr. O Halloran, the Director of Transport & Infrastructure confirmed the extension of the marina would commence shortly.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_______________


Date:_____________________

PAGE  

