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WATERFORD  CITY  COUNCIL

MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 4th April, 2005

PRESENT:          

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Riain, Meara

An Comhairleoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh

An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagáin 

An Comhairleoir Seán Hallagan

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu,

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Neill,

An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin

OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          






Mr. C. Murray, City Manager

Mr. P. Power, Director Housing & Corporate Affairs

Mr.L. Power, Director of Transportation& Infrastructure






Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Community & Enterprise

APOLOGIES:          

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

VOTES OF SYMPATHY:

It was unanimously resolved that this Council extends its sympathy to the families of the late:

John Carey, Michael Cummins, Charlie Boland, Ml. Clooney, John Rellis (grandfather of Cllr. David Cullinane), Joe Hennebry, Mrs. Bell.

The City Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and that of the City Council staff.

MOTION OF ADJOURNMENT:

Cllr. Seamus Ryan, Mayor, moved the resolution of adjournment of the business of the meeting as a mark of respect on the occasion of the death of the late Pope, John Paul II.  The Mayor expressed his deep sorrow at the death and reflected that Pope John Paul will be fondly remembered by the people in Waterford as the first Pope to visit Ireland.  The Mayor recalled the late Pope’s commitment to human rights, his campaign for social justice, his dedication to peace and his championing of the rights of the poor throughout the world.  He recalled his courageous battle against illness in recent years and the dignity with which he bore his suffering.

The Mayor invited all Council Members to sign the book of condolences which had been opened in City Hall that morning.

On behalf of the Fine Gael group, Cllr. Tom Cunningham acknowledged the popular acclamation of Pope John Paul the great.  Cllr. Cunningham reflected on the late Popes humble background, his espousing of causes, particularly aids in Africa and poverty, the significant role and impact he had in world events, his consolatory approach to all and his reaching out to all communities and religions.

Cllr. Daniels, on behalf of the Independent group referred to the outpouring of individual grief reflecting the impact that Pope John Paul had on the lives of all.  Cllr. Daniels recalled the beatification of Edmond Ignatius Rice and how the late pontiffs special ability for Ireland and its people came through on that, and indeed other occasions.

Cllr. Pat Hayes, on behalf of the Labour group, reflected on Pope John Paul’s gift of communication, particularly with young people.  He instanced the late Pope’s incisive assessment of the issues facing communities and his deep understanding of the challenges facing humanity on both an individual and collective basis.

Cllr. David Walsh, in associating the Workers Party group with the remarks being made, instanced his own acknowledgement of the personal charisma of the late Pope who touched all whom he met.  Pope John Paul II had shown himself to be an inspiration not just to the members of his own faith but across geographical, political and religious boundaries.

Cllr. Tom Murphy, on behalf of Fiann Fail referred to the unique rapport which the Pope achieved with the youth particularly the young people of Ireland when he visited here in 1979.  Cllr. Murphy recalled how Pope John Paul conveyed the teaching of the church through his writings and through his speeches.

Cllr. Joe Kelly, on behalf of the Sinn Fein group, reflected on the late pontiffs concern for the poor and in particular his acknowledgement of the tremendous work of Mother Teresa of Calcutta.  Cllr. Kelly acknowledge how the Pope moved comfortably amongst all and that the legacy of John Paul II is that he is the Pope of love.

In formally seconding the motion of adjournment as a mark of respect on this sad occasion, the Deputy Mayor, Cllr. Mary Roche, adverted to the late Pope’s joyous personality, his vibrant life and his sense of humour.  In many ways, particularly in his earlier days, he exemplified the best of life and in his later days his personal dignity conveyed empathy for all those who suffer.  His genuine charity and forgiveness will be remembered for all time.  Pope John Paul II, as leader of the Roman Catholic faith, lived his life and led his church in accordance with that faith, at times expressing viewpoints which were unpopular and earned the respect and admiration of mankind.  

The Mayor advised that a requiem mass for the repose of the soul of Pope John Paul II will be held in the Cathedral at 7.30pm on Thursday next, 7th April and that the Procedures Committee, which met immediately prior to this meeting, has recommended that the Council attend as a body robed, following the Bishop’s invitation to so do.  It was unanimously resolved to attend this requiem mass as a body robed.

The council rose to reflect in prayer for a moment.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: ______________________
Dated: _____________________

