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WATERFORD  CITY  COUNCIL

ADJOURNED MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 17th January, 2005

PRESENT:          

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Riain, Meara

An Comhairleoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh

An Comhairleoir Seán  Hallagan

An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu,

An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin

OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          






Mr. C. Murray, City Manager

Mr. P. Power, Director Housing & Corporate Affairs






Mr. M. Walsh, Director of Planning & Environment





Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance

Mr. J. Andrews , Senior Planner

Mr. F. Roche, Senior Engineer

Mr. M. Ryan, Senior Engineer

Mr. J. Sullivan, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. E. Ruane, Senior Executive Officer






Ms. M. Quigley, A/Senior Executive Officer






Ms. M. Breen, Administrative Officer






Mr. J. Daniels, Administratve Officer






Ms. S. Coughlan, Asst. Staff Officer






Ms. A. Morrissey, Asst. Staff Officer

APOLOGIES:






An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Neill,






An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill






An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagáin
MOTIONS:          

The following motion standing in his name was proposed by Cllr. T. Murphy and seconded by Cllr. M. Roche.

“That this council name and shame people who park illegally in disabled parking 

spaces”.

(Reg. No. 441, dated 12/2/2004).

Following discussion, the following amendment to the motion was proposed by Cllr. D. Cullinane and seconded by Cllr. J. Halligan:

To remove “this council name and shame” and replace by “penalty points be applied to” and read as:

“That penalty points be applied to people who park illegally in disabled parking spaces”.

The amendment was unanimously agreed.

It was agreed to forward motion to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and circulate to other Councils.

The following motion standing in his name was proposed by Cllr. H. Quinlan and seconded by Cllr. J. Kelly and agreed:

“That this council in the interest of public safety calls on Bus Eireann, in consultation with the South Eastern health Board, to provide a bus service to and from Waterford Regional Hospital”.

(Reg. No. 435, dated 29/1/2004).

The Members were unanimous in their support for the motion.  

The following motion standing in Cllr. Hayes’ name was proposed by Cllr. J. Walsh and seconded by Cllr. S. Ryan and agreed:

 “That this Council calls on the Minister for the Environment and Local Government to grant power to Local Authorities to levy Commercial Rates on Private Rented accommodation other than rented accommodation for family units.  Such powers would greatly increase the Local Authorities ability to create a proper register of rented properties.  It would then have the information to control rogue landlords who take no interest in the behaviour of their tenants and the maintenance and upkeep of their property”.

(Reg No: 445, dated 26/03/04)

The  Members were unanimous in their support for the motion.  

The Head of Finance said he would forward copy of motion to the Consultants carrying out the review on “Financing of Local Government in Ireland”.

The following motion standing in his name was proposed by Cllr. J. Kelly and seconded by Cllr. D. Cullinane.

“That Waterford City Council calls for a National Co-ordinated practical plan that ensures greater social inclusion for senior citizens.  This council calls specifically for ministerial responsibility that specifically deals with the rights and entitlements of senior citizens-that drives strategy and decision making and can take actions across all departments and which puts the rights of the senior citizen at the heart of decision making.

This council recommends that such a National Co-ordinated practical plan with ministerial responsibility must include:

· Linking old age pensioners’ social insurance contributions to inflation to ensure a sufficient standard of living.

· The abolition of the means test for full-time carers

· Extension of free public transport for pensioners throughout the island.

· A better mix in a new build public housing developments.

· Easier access to the Government subsidised Rural Transport Initiative.

· Year on year targets to eliminate unnecessary deaths from cold.

· Design of streets and roads should ensure a safe environment for senior citizens.

· Adequate levels of nursing care in residential accommodation.

· Extension of resources available for home security.

· More resources for community based initiatives that promote social inclusion.

Furthermore any recommendations contained within this motion which come under the authority of Waterford City Council should be implemented and factored into all city-wide and area development plans”

(Reg. No. 447, dated 25/06/04)

Following discussion, the following amendment to the motion was proposed by Cllr. J. Halligan and seconded by Cllr. D. Walsh:

To remove “ministerial” and replace by “a minister with” and read as:

“That Waterford City Council calls for a National Co-ordinated practical plan that ensures greater social inclusion for senior citizens.  This council calls specifically for a minister with responsibility that specifically deals with the rights and entitlements of senior citizens-that drives strategy and decision making and can take actions across all departments and which puts the rights of the senior citizen at the heart of decision making.

This council recommends that such a National Co-ordinated practical plan with ministerial responsibility must include:

· Linking old age pensioners’ social insurance contributions to inflation to ensure a sufficient standard of living.

· The abolition of the means test for full-time carers

· Extension of free public transport for pensioners throughout the island.

· A better mix in a new build public housing developments.

· Easier access to the Government subsidised Rural Transport Initiative.

· Year on year targets to eliminate unnecessary deaths from cold.

· Design of streets and roads should ensure a safe environment for senior citizens.

· Adequate levels of nursing care in residential accommodation.

· Extension of resources available for home security.

· More resources for community based initiatives that promote social inclusion.

Furthermore any recommendations contained within this motion which come under the authority of Waterford City Council should be implemented and factored into all city-wide and area development plans”

(Reg. No. 447, dated 25/06/04)

The amendment was unanimously agreed.  It was also agreed to forward motion to the Department of Health and Children, DOEHLG, DSFA and DCRGA.

The following motion in his name was withdrawn by Cllr. D. Cullinane.

“That this council sets up a task force, similar to the Ballybeg task force, to deal with 

issues of Anti-social behaviour in the Larchville/Lisduggan area”

(Reg . No. 448, dated 25/06/04).

The following motion standing in his name was proposed by Cllr. D. Cullinane and seconded by Cllr. J. Kelly and agreed:

“That the City Council fundamentally reviews its practice of dealing with tenants engaged in anti-social behaviour.  This review process must include locally elected representatives, council officials, representatives of resident associations, members of the Gardai and other organisations as deemed necessary by the Council”

(Reg. No. 451, dated 30/7/04).

Following a wide ranging discussion addressing the nature of anti-social behaviour and the possible methods to combat it, the City Council is taking leadership and the drafting of a policy for formal adoption of the Council will form part of the Housing SPC    plan for this year.

In accordance with the decision taken at City Council Meeting on 10th January, 2005, this meeting moved into committee.

2.
Planning

(a)
Planning & Development Act 2000 (Section 55 Record of Protected Structures).
Proposed deletion from Record of Protected Structures – commencement of process.

RPS No. 204 The Blessed Sacrament Chapel at Mount Sion, Barrack Street

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes and seconded by Cllr. D. Cullinane and agreed to commence the process.

RPS No. 281 – No. 13 Mary Street 

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes and seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan and agreed to commence the process.

Mr. Ml. Walsh, Director of Planning and Environment, asked Members to evaluate the content of Waterford City Council’s Record of Protected Structures, which had been circulated to Members on 29th November, 2004 and to raise with him any concerns they may have regarding any entries.  Following such consultation the matter will revert to Council for decision.

(b)
Commencement of process under Part XVI of the   Planning & Development Act 2000 and the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 to hold Waterford’s St Patrick’s Day Parade on Thursday the 17th March 2005.

Ms. C. Byrne advised Council that this is the commencement of the consultation process regarding the possible route changes, parade scheduling and the location of the review stand.  Following such consultation the matter will revert to Council for decision.

Planning items referred from Monthly Council Meeting held 10th   

January, 2005.

The report on the status of planning items referred from Monthly Council Meeting held on 10th January, circulated at the meeting, was noted.  Questions were dealt with in relation to planning enforcement, protection of residents’ amenity, derelict property, Section 23 and quality of city centre apartment developments.

3.
Waste Management

(Waste Management) Agreement Section 85.
The City Manager advised that the agreement of Council is sought to appoint South Tipperary as lead authority in connection with the review of the Joint Waste Management Plan and that the agreement entered into will authorise South Tipperary, for the purpose of exercising the statutory powers and functions necessary to carry out the review, within the administrative area of Waterford City.

The Section 85 agreement in principle was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes and seconded by Cllr. M. Roche and unanimously agreed.

4.
Any Other Business

Attendance at the following conference was proposed by Cllr. M. O’Halloran, seconded by Cllr. J. 

Kelly and unanimously agreed:

Conference Abroad

Clare Tourist Council & Antrim Borough Council  “A Theatre of Tourism”, The Dunadry Hotel, Meckamore, Dunadry, Co. Antrim – 28th & 29th January, 2005.

Cllr. T. Murphy, Cllr. H. Quinlan

Taxi Fares – Correction to Fares’ Structure

The correction circulated was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche and seconded by Cllr. M. O’Halloran and unanimously agreed.

Planning & Development Act,  2000-2002 (Planning & Development Regulations 2001,  as amended - Part 8 commencement of process.

(a)
Pitches at St. John’s Park

(b) Marina.

Mr. Ml. Walsh, Director of Planning & Environment, advised Council that the public consultation in relation to the planning process for the re-development of the sporting facility at St. John’s Park will be advertised to commence forthwith.  Mr. Walsh also advised that the Part 8 process will also commence forthwith for the provision of a Marina required for the Tall Ships Race, 2005.

It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche and seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh and unanimously agreed to commence the process under Part 8 of the (Planning & Development) Regulations, 2001, as amended.

D/Director of Transportation and Infrastructure, Mr. Frank Roche, will examine traffic management

issues raised by Members at Keane’s Road and at the N25 junction to Landfill.

Cllr. M. Roche commended the Mayor on the leadership show in relation to Mayoral Appeal for the

Tsunami tragedy.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_______________


Date:_____________________

