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WATERFORD  CITY  COUNCIL

SPECIAL COUNCIL  MEETING HELD  11th May, 2005

PRESENT:          

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Riain, Meara

An Comhairleoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh

An Comhairleoir Seán  Hallagan

An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu,

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Neill,

An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin

OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          

Mr. P. Power, Director Housing & Corporate Affairs

Mr. F. Galvin, Senior Executive Officer

Ms. M. Quigley, A/Senior Executive Officer

Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer

APOLOGY:

Apologies received from Cllr. T. Cunningham and Cllr. J. Kelly who were unable to attend.

GET WELL WISHES:

The Mayor on behalf of the Council extended good wishes for a full recovery to Cllr. T. Cunningham.

Suspension of Standing Orders

The Mayor informed the meeting he had received requests for suspension of standing orders from Cllrs. Cullinane, Walsh, Quinlan, Halligan, Daniels and O’Neill to discuss Waterford Crystal.

The Director of Housing & Corporate affairs informed the Members that suspension of standing orders was not provided for  at a Special Meeting.

There was unanimous agreement to discuss the issue at a Special Meeting at the end of the business of this meeting. 

TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME 2005-2008 

The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs presented  the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005-2008, which circulated to the Members in January, 2005 outlining the purpose of the programme which is to identify and assess the current and projected need for Traveller Accommodation over this period and to ensure that adequate provision is made to address these needs.

Cllr. D. Cullinane as Chairman of the Traveller Consultative Committee thanked the Committee for their work on the Plan as well as the officials involved and welcomed the plan .  He also expressed concern at Cllr. D’Arcy as member of the Traveller Consultative Committee for acting irresponsibly and breaching confidentiality for bringing sensitive information into the public domain prematurely.

Each of  the Members expressed  hurt,  anger and annoyance at Cllr. D’Arcy for bringing sensitive information into the public domain and  undermining the work of the City Council,  the Executive of the City and the Council Local Traveller Consultative Committee.  

Cllr. Quinlan  expressed concern on behalf of  Fine Gael at Cllr. D’Arcy and apologised to the Members.

Cllr. D’Arcy apologised to the Members and the Council for his actions and stated  that, should similar circumstances arise in the future, his approach would be different.

Amendment No. 1.

 It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche seconded by Cllr. L  O Neill and unanimously agreed to insert the following on Page 16 as an extra recommendations.

“In relation to group housing schemes engage in open dialogue with the local community well in advance in order to educate, integrate and build relationships of mutual respect and understanding between the proposed group housing scheme tenants and their near neighbours and communities”.

Amendment No. 2.

 It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh and unanimously agreed to add the following at (c) on Page 16 under -  Existing Accommodation  -  1. Kilbarry Halting Site

“(c) to engage the different departments of City Council to actively seek to remediate those problems”

Amendment No. 3

It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche seconded by Cllr. L. O Neill and unanimously agreed to add the following at (d) on Page 16 under - Existing Accommodation - 1. Kilbarry Halting Site.
“(d) to actively engage with the Gardai and the Travelling community to attempt to eliminate any element of criminal activity and to deal with the minority of tenants of the halting site who may be in breach of their tenancy agreements and causing nuisance or engaging in anti-social behaviour with their neighbours “.
Amendment No. 4

It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche seconded by Cllr. D. Daniels, the following be inserted on Page 17, Under the heading Halting Site Accommodation.

“Notwithstanding, according to advices received from the City Council executive, the members statutory obligation to take account of the housing preferences of the Travelling community and likewise the nomadic nature of said community, this Council resolves that, unless and until it is demonstrated to the satisfaction of a majority of the members that the halting sites at Kilbarry and Bilberry are being managed and operated to an acceptable standard no further halting sites will be proceeded with. The City Council further resolves to review and reconsider this policy on an annual basis”.

The amendment was put before the meeting and on a show of hands resulted as follows:
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The amendment was declared carried.

Amendment No. 5

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Daniels  seconded by Cllr. T. Murphy  to remove all references and proposals to  Group Housing Schemes.  The amendment was put to the meeting and on a show of hands resulted as follows:



FOR



AGAINST
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The amendment was delcared rejected.

Amendment No. 6

It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche  seconded by Cllr. D. Walsh and unanimously agreed to add as No. 8, Page 19 the following under Estate Management .

“Specific efforts will be made to engage with Traveller men on all the above issues”.
Amendment No. 7

It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche  seconded by Cllr. T. Murphy  and unanimously agreed to add a second issue under.

1) Kilbarry Halting Site

“Removal of horses and dogs which are not kept in accordance with the dog licensing bye-laws from the site”

And as actions to follow on from the issue:

“Engage with neighbouring authorities and travelling community to identify a site which would be provided on a private rental basis for horses”

“Dog warden to examine situation and remove dogs not licensed or kept under proper control”

 Amendment No. 8

It was proposed by Cllr. J. Walsh  seconded by Cllr. M. Roche  and unanimously agreed to add under Estate Management, Page 19.

“That Waterford City Council through its involvement on the City Development Board and with other Statutory Bodies actively promote initiatives that will improve the life-chances of the travelling community”.

It was proposed of Cllr. D. Cullinane and seconded by Cllr. M. O Halloran and unanimously agreed to adopt  the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005-2008 to include the amendments proposed.

The Mayor thanked the Members for working together  to bring this  programme together.  He also thanked the past and  present  Members of the Local Traveller Consultative Committee for their  good work.

The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs also thanked the Members for their valuable contributions in the open and frank discussion which demonstrated the City Council is actively involved in  providing traveller accommodation.

That concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:________________________

Date:_____________________
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