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WATERFORD  CITY  COUNCIL

ADJOURNED MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING HELD 21st February, 2005

	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Riain, Meara

An Comhairleoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh

An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagáin 

An Comhairleoir Seán  Hallagan

An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu,

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Neill,

An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin
	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          







Mr. C. Murray, City Manager

Mr. P. Power, Director Housing & Corporate Affairs






Mr. M. Walsh, Director of Planning & Environment





Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance

Mr. J. Andrews , Senior Planner

Mr. F. Roche, Senior Engineer

Mr. M. Ryan, Senior Engineer

Mr. J. Sullivan, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. E. Ruane, Senior Executive Officer






Ms. M. Quigley, A/Senior Executive Officer






Ms. M. Breen, Administrative Officer






Ms. S. Coughlan, Asst. Staff Officer






Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer

	Waste Management – Illegal Dumping          


The Director of Planning & Environment stated illegal dumping including bonfires consisting of 500-600 tons was collected last  year, which includes street cleaning.  He stated 200 litter fines were paid in 2004 and we had  17 prosecutions .  It is  City Council policy  to name and shame offenders.  He stated prosecutions are difficult and demanding on the City Council as witness to  the physical act of disposing is required in Court. He confirmed most of the illegal dumping occurred under cover of darkness which is difficult to detect.  He also confirmed the City Council is now actively engaging in surveying households not presenting waste and those not presenting waste in the proper manner. 

The City Manager  outlined the increase to 47% in recycling and  confirmed the City Council is obliged  to operate under a low cost base.  He also stated the city had improved from being seriously littered to moderately littered.

The Members commended the City Council staff in the operation of the Environment Department and the facilities available for citizens to dispose of waste in a responsible manner and   were at one in that a small percentage of  people were responsible for the continuous illegal dumping of rubbish and household items.

Dissatisfaction was expressed  at the level of illegal dumping as it  was  at the number of successful prosecutions obtained by the Council.  Increased survelliance was called for.  Members instanced specific cases of recurrent dumping.  A call was made for greater enforcement to be undertaken and that Council be advised of the resources necessary to do this.

It was unanimously agreed that the matter would be discussed at the SPC on Environment and revert to Council.

	STANDING ORDERS


The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs outlined the  changes as recommended by the Corporate Policy Group which included,  new meeting structure, revised dates and times of meeting, recommendations of SPC meeting to form a specific agenda for the monthly  City Council meetings, Area Committees and expansion of the Procedures Committee to include chairs of the SPC’s..

Questions were dealt with regarding the role of the CPG in the process, broadcast media, time of meeting, election of Chair of  Area Committees, minutes of meetings.

Discussion centered on the role of the procedures committee, attendances, times for meetings, public attendance, content of the minutes and  the function of the Area Committees.  It was proposed by Cllr. D. Cullinane, seconded by Cllr. J. Kelly that the meetings be held at 6.00 p.m.  This was carried on a show of hands of 13 for and 2 against.

After a further discussion it was unanimously agreed that  submissions be made to the Director of Corporate Affairs by 2nd March, 2005.  In order to allow for these submissions, it was agreed that no decision be taken and the matter of  Standing Orders be adjourned to the March meeting of the Council.

The meeting then moved into Committee.

	WATERFORD CITY BY-PASS


The Director of Transport & Infrastructure stated the 18km by-pass route consists of  23 km of dual carriageway, 3km single carriageway link roads and 11km of side roads.  The by-pass traverses between Kilmeaden in Co. Waterford to Slieverue in Co. Kilkenny.  When completed the by-pass together with the Outer Ring Road will form a dual carriageway “C” ring from the Williamstown Road to Slieverue.

The proposed project is a PPP with the NRA as employer, this will be facilitated by licence agreement between Waterford City Council and the NRA.  Operation and maintenance will be by the PPP Concessionaire for a 30 year concession period.  The Regional Design Office, Tramore House is assisted  by Consultant Mott McDonald, EPO , Cork.

Mr. Ray Butler, Senior Engineer and Mr. James Eogan (Project Archaeologist) from the NRA made a presentation to the Council:

Mr. Eogan outlined the sequence of events at the Woodstown site as follows:

April – May 2003 – Test excavations

June 2003 – Report on test excavations submitted.

Aug 2003 – Geophysical survey.

Aug-Sept 2003 – Excavation of features within test trenches.

Jan 2004 – submission of excavation report and proposal to preserve the site in situ under embankment.

March 2004 – approval of proposal for preservation in situ.

March-June-2004 – Excavation of Culvert 1 area.

June-October 2004 – Finds retrieval

Aug-Sept. 2004 – Assessment of wetland area

November 2004 – Submission of reports on assessment of wetland area

Official visits to site by DOEHLG, National Museum of Ireland, Heritage Council.

Mr. Butler  confirmed in November 2004 the NRA requested that the possibility of an alternative route be investigated since the design Consultants, MMEPO reported that there were feasible alternative routes between the western link junction and Doneen.    Depending on the Minister’s decision an Environmental Impact Statement  and a Compulsory purchase order may be necessary.

	SAVE VIKING WATERFORD ACTION GROUP


Ms. Catherine Swift, Ms. Christine Shanahan and Mr. John Buckley made a presentation on the Woodstown Site. 

Ms. Swift outlined the examination of the site and artefacts discovered and suggests excavation, publication and creation of a regional heritage centre as it will add to tourist infrastructure, and help retention of visitors. 

Ms. Swift stated the SVWAG is in favour of re-routing and site excavation which the Group feels has hugh academic and tourist potential.  Ms. Shanahan stated that the aims and objectives of SVWAG are the proper resolution of the site, investigation and full recording of all findings and the provision of an Interpretative Centre on site. 

Questions were dealt with in respect of type of tourist facility,  funding, re-routing, preservation.

The deputation then withdrew from the meeting.

A discussion ensued on development of  Waterford as a Gateway , re-routing, preservation of the site, CPO, EIS,  funding, project delay, PPP.

Mr. Butler confirmed that a CPO and EIS for the revised route would  take up to 12 months but the Bridge and remainder of the By-Pass will take 3 years to construct.

It was unanimously resolved to write to the Minister for the Environment Heritage & Local Government stating that the priorities for Waterford City in this matter are, firstly, the commencement of work on the construction of the Waterford City Bypass at the earliest possible date and its subsequent completion soonest, and secondly, the resolution of the archaeological site at Woodstown in accordance with the best practice.

	PLANNING:


A status report of planning items referred from Monthly Council Meeting held on 14th February, circulated at the meeting.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_______________


Date:_____________________
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