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WATERFORD  CITY  COUNCIL

STATUTORY BUDGET  MEETING 13th DECEMBER, 2004

PRESENT:          

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Riain, Meara

An Comhairleoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh

An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagáin 

An Comhairleoir Seán  Hallagan

An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu,

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Neill,

An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin

OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          

Mr. C. Murray, City Manager

Mr. P. Power, Director Housing & Corporate Affairs

Mr.L. Power, Director of Transportation& Infrastructure






Mr. M. Walsh, Director of Planning & Environment





Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance

Mr. M. Ryan, Senior Engineer

Mr. F. Roche, Senior Engineer

Mr. R. Maddock, A/Senior Architect

Mr. B. O’Kane, Financial Accountant

Ms. J. Cantwell, City Librarian

Mr. J. Sullivan, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. F. Galvin, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. E. Ruane, Senior Executive Officer






Ms. M. Quigley, A/Senior Executive Officer






Ms. M. Breen, Administrative Officer






Ms. M. Moran, Administrative Officer






Ms. M. Phelan, A/Administrative Officer






Ms. S . Coughlan, Asst. Staff Officer






Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer

MANAGER’S REPORT

The City Manager presented his report on the Budget 2005 which had been circulated with the agenda.

Introducing the report, the City Manager stated that the total proposed expenditure for 2005 is €47,021,717 with a projected income on gross revenue receipts of €23,595,036 leaving an excess of expenditure over receipts €23,426,681 which would require a general annual rate on valuation of €58.53, an increase of 5%.

The City Manager emphasized Waterford’s role as a Gateway City in the national and regional context  and in particular the challenges and opportunities which would have to be addressed to fulfil the role as the engine of economic growth for the South East.  The Manager highlighted a number of on-going projects, the commencement of over 200 house starts and upgrading of 170 pre 1960 houses, the Outer Ring Road, the Carrickphierish Road,  public lighting programme, completion of Thomas Francis Meagher Plaza, urban renewal projects, increase in recycling to 47% of household waste, commencement of the Larchville/Lisduggan Area Plan, opening of Lady Lane Library and completion of phase  2 of  the People’s Park.  The Manager confirmed the budget deficit was reduced to  €1m in 2004. 

The Manager stated the budget contained payroll and pensions  increases of 8% which included for the introduction of the 4-shift system in the fire service, national wage agreements due under Sustaining Progress, benchmarking, and retirements in 2005  Increases in non payroll costs include, provision for central heating programme, provision for the homeless, energy costs, water conservation, Waterford Treasures, tall ships, town twinning, disposal of domestic refuse, waivers and parks and open spaces.  He confirmed closure of the landfill in July, 2005 which will further burden City Council with disposal costs.  The waiver scheme is also a growing cost on the organisation.  

Fixed charge increased by €20.00 to €100.00 p.a. and the cost per lift of the grey bin to be increased to €6.00 no change for the green or brown bin.

The budget has also made for provision for the completion of the Outer Ring Road, completion of Carrickphierish Road, Maypark Lane, Williamstown Road, Public Lighting, Urban Renewal, refurbishment of RSC, emergency hostel for rough sleepers, implementation of the Traveller Accommodation Plan.

The Manager stated the Local Government Fund notified to the City Council for 2005 is €7,509,937 which represents a 7% increase over the 2004 figure.   Increases for refuse charges and commercial water are also contained in the budget.

Extensive  debate and detailed discussion ensued on various aspects of the proposed budget.

Members welcomed the closure of the landfill at Kilbarry, scheduled for 31st July, 2005 and the introduction of the 4-shift fire service operating system.  The budget was acknowledged as positive and “pro-city”.  The continuing progress possible through the financial provision of the budget across all operational programmes was acknowledged.

Dissent was expressed by some members in relation to the application of increased charges for the refuse service

In reply to a question the Manager confirmed increases in the Local Government Fund of  8-8½% nationally.  The Manager also confirmed continuation of the white goods collection and stated the location of the new land fill was under consideration.

The Director of Transportation & Infrastructure confirmed funding for the extension of the Adamstown treatment plant came under the capital investment programme.

The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs confirmed all new tenancies are informed of the Tenant Purchase scheme.  He also confirmed applicants are required to be on the housing list to qualify for supplementary benefit, and the Local Traveller Accommodation Plan will be presented to Council in January, 2005.

In reply to a question the City Manager confirmed  Waterford City Council charges are in accordance with the Environmental Protection Act, 2003.  He also confirmed if refuse collection was privatised the City Council would not be in a position to process waivers. 

The Head of Finance confirmed charge for collection in Co. Kilkenny is €420, for 240 litre bin, and the grey bin in Waterford County is €9.00.

In reply to a question regarding extra charges the Manager stated he would investigate an incentive scheme.

In proposing the adoption of the draft budget Cllr.  M. Roche outlined the budget as presented as best value for Waterford City, and called on Central Government to look at Local Government Funding.

“THAT it is hereby resolved that the Budget for the financial year ending 31st December 2005

prepared and circulated by the City Manager is hereby adopted.

“AND THAT in accordance with the Budget thus adopted €58.53 be and is hereby determined as the 

Annual Rate on Valuation to be levied for the several purposes specified in the Budget for the Financial 

Year ending 31st December, 2005.

“AND THAT in accordance with the budget thus adopted a refuse collection charge of €100.00 fixed charge, €6 for grey bin, €1.50 for green bin and €1.50 for brown bin per wheel bin lift be and is hereby determined to apply from 1st February, 2005”.

The proposal was formally seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh.

The proposal was then put before the meeting and a recorded vote was called for and resulted as follows:



FOR (10)




AGAINST (5)

An Comhairleor Hilary  Ó Caoinnealain


An Comhairleoir
Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Padraig ÓhAodha



An Comhairleoir Daithi Breathnach

An Comhaireoir Daithí MacDomnhaill


An Comhairleoir Seán Hallagán

An Comhairleoir Máire de Róiste



An Comhairleoir Daithi Ó Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach



An Comhairleoir Tomás Ó Murchú


An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh

An Comhairleoir Thomás Ó Cuinneagain

An Comhairleoir Labhrás Ó Néill

An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin

An Comhairleoir Séamus Ó Riain

The motion was declared carried

The Mayor thanked the Manager and staff and described the budget as progressive which will strengthen Waterford as a Gateway City.  He welcomed the closure of the landfill and stated Environmental Protection  was only 1 of 8  programmes and the City Council had made decisions in the past by focusing  on all programmes by which the City now benefits  i.e. the Larchville/Lisduggan plan, local area plans in Knockboy and Ballytruckle/Kilcohan, contribution to the library, securing the tall ships event, to name but a few.

The City Manager thanked the Mayor and elected members for their support and also thanked Head of Finance, the Directors of  Services and City Council staff for their work and support in the preparation of the Budget.

Any Other Business

Confirmation of Minutes

On the proposition of Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Neill it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Council Meeting in Committee held 29th November, be confirmed and signed.

On the proposition of Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Neill it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Council Meeting in Committee held 6th December, 2004, be confirmed and signed.

Estate

The terms of  Section 183 – St. Saviours AFC & Boxing Club Ltd, were unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. L. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. M. O Halloran. 

The Mayor confirmed the Civic Carol Service would take place on Sunday 19th December, 2004 at 4.00p.m. in Christchurch Cathedral and asked Members to assemble at the back entrance to the Bishop’s Palace at 3.45 pm and Midnight mass at 9.00 on 24th December, 2004 members to assemble in the sacristy at 8.45p.m.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_______________


Date:_____________________
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