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WATERFORD  CITY  COUNCIL

MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 20th JANUARY 2003

PRESENT:          

An Comhairleoir Oilibhear Ó Cleirigh Meara,

An Comhairleoir Seán Ó’Dóbhair,
An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach,

An Seanoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill,

An Seanoir Tomás Ó Cunneagáin,

An Comhairleoir Micheal Ivory,

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste,

An Seanoir Muiris Ó Cuimin,

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Riain,

An Comhairleoir Séan Hallagan,

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu,

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Neill,

An Comhairleoir Liam Mac Carthaigh,

OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          






Mr. E. Breen, City Manager,

Mr. P. Power, Director of Housing &Corporate Affairs, 
Mr.T. Mackey, Director of Transportation& Infrastructure





Mr. M. Walsh, Director of Planning & Environment,





Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Community & Enterprise,

Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance,

Mr. J. Andrews, Senior Planner

Mr. P. Mc Carthy, Senior Engineer,






Mr. L. Quinlan, Senior Executive Officer,






Mr. F. Galvin, Senior Executive Officer, 






Mr. E. Ruane, Senior Executive Officer,






Ms. M. Breen, Administrative Officer,






Ms. K. Hayes, Asst. Staff Officer,






Ms. O. O’Reilly, Senior Staff Officer. 

VOTES OF SYMPATHY:

It was unanimously resolved that this Council extends its sympathy to: 

Ms. A. Dunne, Corporate Affairs Dept. on the death of her grandfather Pat.
Mr. J. Maher, Waterford VEC, on the death of his mother Nellie .

The City Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the Corporation staff.

APOLOGIES

An apology for inability to attend was received from Ald. P. Hayes and Ald. H. Quinlan.

CONGRATULATIONS:

On the proposition of Cllr. D. Walsh, seconded by Cllr. S. Ryan a vote of congratulations was extended to Waterford United Soccer Team on winning the Eircom League, Division 1.

On the proposition of Ald. M. Cummins, seconded by Ald. T. Cunningham a vote of appreciation was extended to Frank Burke and Tony O’ Regan for their prompt action in alerting the emergency services following the recent break-in and arson incident in the Bishop’s Palace.

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:

On the proposition of Ald. M. Cummins, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Neill it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Monthly Council Meeting held 9th December 2002 be confirmed and signed.

On the proposition of Ald. M. Cummins, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Neill it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Statutory Budget Meeting held 13th January 2003 be confirmed and signed. 

MATTERS ARISING:

Council Meeting 9th December 2002

Public Lighting Central Avenue

Responding to a question the Director of Transportation & Infrastructure informed the meeting that four “vandal proof” lights installed at Central Avenue had been damaged but confirmed that the ESB had repaired all four lights.

Wheel Washing Facilities

The City Manager confirmed that the City Council will take an advert advising all contractors to install and maintain a wheel washing facility at all construction sites in the City.

Ballybeg/Kilbarry Road

The Director of Transportation & Infrastructure informed the meeting that the yellow box installed at the junction of the Kilbarry and Ballbeg Road, will be re-applied.

Pedestrian Crossing St. Otteran’s Cemetery

Responding to a question the Director of Transportation & Infrastructure confirmed that the provision of the pedestrian crossing at St. Otteran’s Cemetery is subject to NRA funding.
Statutory Estimates Meeting 13th January 2003 
Disabled Persons Grants

Responding to a question the Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs stated that the Disabled Persons Grant Scheme had been operating for over twenty five years and confirmed that demand for the scheme had increased dramatically in the last number of years from 15 applications in 1996 to 160 in 2002 with expenditure rising from 88,000 to 912,000 in the same period. He confirmed that applications must now be  prioritised on medical grounds and currently the City Council has 223 applications, 78 solely for heating, 65 for the installation of a bath or shower and the remainder in respect of structural works. A complete review of all applications is now underway and all applicants will be advised of  their priority.  Options of transfers for tenants, remedial works and improvement works in lieu will also be promoted.

Three Bin System

The City Manager confirmed that May 2003 is still the target date for the roll out of the three bin system.

PLANNING:

(a) Draft Local Area Plan Knockboy

Members welcomed the Draft Local Area Plan for Knockboy and acknowledged the role played by local community groups in developing the plan. It was noted that this is the start of the public process for the draft.

The Senior Planner responded to questions relating to linkages, access to schools and laneways. He confirmed that the draft plan would be circulated widely. He stated that following the issue of a statutory public notice, the City Council would have twelve weeks to complete the plan and revert to Council.

In response to a question the City Manager confirmed that the land zoned residential purchased by the City Council is for housing purposes.

It was agreed that the plan would be publicised widely.

(b) Planning Lists

The planning lists for December were noted and it was agreed to refer the following planning applications to the next Council meeting.

02/494
Demolition of existing dwelling & construct 10 No. 2 storey houses in two blocks also construct new entrance and associated site services at Cleaboy Road for Paschal Butler.


Some Members expressed concert at the granting of permission for this development on the 17th of December 2002.  The City Manager advised Council that a decision could not be deferred outside of statutory requirements.

02/588
Construction of two No. 3 storey single aspect apartment blocks( comprising of 12 No. 2 bedroom apartments) including ancillary site works at 29/30 Upr. Yellow Road, Waterford for Tycor Development Ltd., C/O HRM Architects. 

02/589
Construction of 1 No. 3 storey single aspect apartment block( comprising of 6 No. 2 bedrooms apartments including 4 disabled units & 6 No. 3 bedroom duplex apartments) also one 2 storey single aspect apartment block( comprising of 2 No. 2 bedroom apartments) including ancillary site works at 29/30 Upper Yellow Road, Waterford for Tycor Development Ltd., C/O HRM Architects. 

02/620
Demolition of 31a Johns Street (formerly Delecatos Restaurant) & to construct a 3 storey building including ground floor bar/restaurant as extension of existing Muldoon’s licensed premises, first floor cloak room, offices & extension to existing Merlins nightclub & 2nd floor extension to Merlins nightclub/offices in accordance with documents submitted 31a John St, Waterford for Eylewood T/A Muldoons, C/O Paddy O’Neill.

02/626
Construct 72 No. Dwellings comprising of 8No. terraced blocks(3 units per terrace) 10 No. semi detached blocks. 1 block of 4 units & 4 apartment blocks consisting of 6 units per block. All with associated car parking, services & site works at Gibbethill, Gracedieu, Waterford for Mc Inerney Construction C/O Fewer Mc Ginley Associates

02/637
Change of use from public house & restaurant to late bar with dance facilities plus restaurant at 38/39 John Street, Waterford for Liam Flynn

02/592
Construction of 151 unit housing estate comprising: 60 No. 3 bedroom 2 storey terraced town houses. 6 No. 4/5 bedroom 2 storey detached houses. 21 No. 4 bedroom 2 storey detached houses. 3 No. 3 storey apartment blocks comprising 54 apartments, new vehicular & pedestrian access to public road. 0.7 hectares of amenity parklands, underground pump station and all associated site development works at Grantstown, Gaultiere, Waterford for Golden Maple Investments Ltd., C/O Gittens Design Architects. 

02/602
Construction of a take away premises to gable of existing spar shop at Farran Park, Waterford for Ben Harte C/O BDA Associates.

02/629
Demolition of No. 1 existing dwelling 1 No. garage & the propsed erection of 8 No. fully serviced retirement duplexes together with proposed new entrance off Summerville Avenue and all other associated site works at Stoneleigh, 44 Passage Road, Waterford for Deltona Ltd, C/O Michael Ahearne & Associates.


(c) Files Referred from meeting of the 9th December 2002

Ref. No.

02/573
Indefinite retention of changes to layout.  Reduction from 8 No. to 4 No. larger apartments & modifications to front elevation at apartments No.’s 8,9,10,11,13,14,15 & 16 Balcea House (Block No. 1) at Balcea House, Paddy Brown’s Road for Catherine Peacock.

The Senior Planner stated that this revised application for retention 

included a reduction in the number of proposed units and a change of floor plan. He

confirmed that retention had been granted on 13th January 2003 and informed the

meeting that each application for retention is dealt with on its merits.

02/564
Indefinite retention for single storey extension & alterations to existing dwelling comprising master bedroom with en-suite, kitchenette, dining & sitting room, together with rear piers & gates for vehicle & pedestrian access at 1 Fitzgerald Road, Cork Road for Eileen Reid

The Senior Planner informed the meeting that an Enforcement Notice has been issued 

in this case and he confirmed that he is aware of objections.

02/411
Alter prev. Planning Ref.99/461&01/62.  (Apartments & mixed & mixed use building).  Increase basement size, change of use of 1st.flr from offices to 10 no. Apts. 1 additional apt. at 2nd & 3rd floor, change elevations, construct ESB sub-station Cork Road for Noel Frisby Construction Ltd.

The Senior Planner stated that permission had been granted for this development. He

answered questions relating to the initial planning application and confirmed that the

present application referred to the change of use of the first floor from offices to

apartments.

02/544
Installation of door to side elevation.  Re-locate existing main entrance and A.T.M. with all associated signage and alterations to exterior of building at 31 Ballybricken for The Governor, Bank of Ireland.

The Senior Planner stated that the provision of a footpath on Green St. was not a

condition of this application but informed the meeting that consideration will be given

to the installation of a footpath. 

02/583
Construction of 24 no. detached dwellings namely, 11 No 2 storey dwellings (5 with garage) 13 No. dormer style dwellings (6 with garage) & one two storey building consisting of a Creche at ground floor & an apartment above.  All with associated site development works at Phase 3 Farmleigh for McInerney Construction Ltd.

Questions were posed relating to the boundary treatment of the site, proposed

treatment of the stream, play areas and traffic calming measures. The Senior Planner

agreed to consider these issues.

02/537
Material change of use from dwelling to Doctors Surgery with internal alterations & altered entrance gates to rear yard adjoining existing surgery at 69 Johnstown for Paul Walsh.

Resubmitted as 02/560
The Senior Planner stated that a material contravention is required for this planning

application. 

On the proposition of Ald. M. Cummins, seconded by Cllr. S. Dower it was agreed to 

commence the material contravention procedure in accordance with section 34 (6) of 

the Planning and Development Act, 2000 in respect of planning  ref. 02/560(change

of use)
02/578
Erection of a permanent sign bearing the name of the theatre (protected structure) on the stone façade in accordance with drawings to be submitted at The Mall for The Theatre Royal Society.

In response to a question the Senior Planner stated that the sign bearing the name of 

the Theatre would be bi-lingual.

02/436
Development of 242 Apts. in 10 blocks varying height from 2 storey to 6 storey. Comprising 31 No. 2 beds. 201 No. 3 beds. 10 No. 4 beds. 3 No. retail units & admin. Block. Parking landscaping & assoc. site works, Ballytrukle, Inner Ring Road, Waterford for Middlethird Estates, c/o Tritschler Tritschler & Assoc.

The Director of Planning & Environment informed the meeting that a model of this 

development is available for viewing in the Planning Dept and confirmed that the 

planning application is due for decision on February 16th.

ESTATE:

The Estate items forming a schedule hereto were unanimously agreed on the proposition of Ald. T. Cunningham, seconded by Cllr. S. Ryan.

FINANCE:

Continuation of Overdraft Facility to 31st December 2003 – €2.5m

It was proposed by Ald. M. Cummins, seconded by Ald. T. Cunningham and unanimously agreed:

“That this Council hereby authorises, subject to sanction by the Minister for Environment & Local Government, temporary borrowing of up to €2.5 million by way of overdraft and/or short term loans for the Municipal Fund during the period 

January 2003 to 31 December 2003.”

PARKING PLACES BYE-LAWS/CARPARK BYE-LAWS:

The Director of Transportation & Infrastructure’s report, dated 14th January 2003 refers. 

Mr. Mackey answered questions relating to residents parking, yellow lines and automatic gates outside private houses and disabled parking bays and confirmed that the Bye Laws will come into affect on 1st February 2003.

On the proposition of Cllr. T. Murphy, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Neill it was agreed to amend the Waterford City Car Park Bye- Laws and Parking Places Bye-Laws 2002 and adopt the Waterford City Car Park Bye Laws and Parking Places Bye Laws 2003: the sole effect of this is that the charge for parking in public places and public car parks within the disc parking area is increased to €1.20 and Millers Marsh/Johnstown is included as a fee-paying carpark.

Responding to a question the City Manager confirmed that the Land, Use & Transportation Study would revert to Council on 17th February 2003. It was agreed that this meeting would be held in Committee.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:________________________

Date:________________

