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WATERFORD  CITY  COUNCIL

MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 14th July 2003 

PRESENT:          

An Seanoir Tomás Ó Cunneagáin Meara,

An Seanoir Padraig Ó hAodha,

An Comhairleoir Seán Ó’Dóbhair,
An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach,

An Seanoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill,

An Seanoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain,

An Seanior Muiris O Cuimin,

An Comhairleoir Micheal Ivory,

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste,

An Comhairleoir Oilibhear Ó Cleirigh,

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Riain,

An Comhairleoir Séan Hallagan,

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu,

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Neill,

An Comhairleoir Liam Mac Carthaigh,

OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          






Mr. E. Breen, City Manager,

Mr. P. Power, Director of Housing &Corporate Affairs, 
Mr.L. Power, A/ Director of Transportation& Infrastructure






Mr. M. Walsh, Director of Planning & Environment,





Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Community & Enterprise,

Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance,






Mr. R. Maddock, A/Snr. Architect, 






Mr. P. Mc Andrew, Executive Engineer,






Mr. J. Andrews, Senior Planner,






Mr. E. Ruane, Senior Executive Officer,






Mr. L. Quinlan, Senior Executive Officer,






Ms. M. Breen, Administrative Officer,

VOTES OF SYMPATHY:

It was unanimously resolved that this Council extends its sympathy to: 

Ms. Kitty Hayes on the death of her cousin John Hayes, St Johns Park.

Paddy Sheridan on the death of his wife Teresa, 262 Larchville.

Mary Brophy on the death of her mother Greta Mc Grath, Yellow Road.

The Kennedy family on the death of Pierce Kennedy, Brasscock, Dunmore Road.

The O’Connell family on the death of Michael O’Connell, Sweetbriar Park.

The City Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the Corporation staff.

DRAFT WATERFORD CITY APPOINTED STANDS – BYE LAWS 2003

The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs responding to queries confirmed that standing order No. 19 states that:

“Subject to Standing Order 18 any matter decided by local authority by motion on notice or on the report of a committee shall not be re-opened within 6 months of the date of such a decision”.

He advised the Council that the Draft Waterford City Appointed Stands- Bye Laws were not brought before the City Council on 7th July 2003 by motion on notice or on the report of a Committee and accordingly it is in order to deal with the matter now.

The Director of Transportation informed the meeting of proposed changes to Draft Waterford City Appointed Stands- Bye Laws and recommended the adoption of the Revised Draft Bye-Laws.

Proposed Changes

· Move proposed appointed stand on Meagher’s Quay to the immediate vicinity of Barronstrand St.

· Remove proposed appointed stand in O’Connell St, outside Leo Murphy’s Photographic Studio from the Bye-Laws  

· Increase size of appointed stand at Railway Square to allow for 5 taxi’s.

It was proposed Cllr. S. Dower, seconded by Ald. H. Quinlan:

“That the Waterford City Appointed Stands – Bye Laws 2003 as amended and now recommended by the Director of Transportation & Infrastructure be adopted”.

A show of hands was called for which resulted as follow:

In Favour

Against



8 6


        

One member was absent from the meeting.

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:

On the proposition of Cllr. O. Clery, seconded by Ald. M. Cummins it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Special Council Meeting held 17th June 2003 be confirmed and signed.

On the proposition of Cllr. S. Dower, seconded by Ald. P. Hayes it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Annual Council Meeting 23rd June 2003 be confirmed and signed. 

On the proposition of Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Ald. H. Quinlan it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Adjourned Annual Statutory Meeting 30th June 2003 be confirmed and signed. 

On the proposition of Cllr. S. Dower, seconded by Cllr. M. Roche it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Committee Meeting held 7th July 2003 be confirmed and signed.

MATTERS ARISING:

Annual Council Meeting 23rd June 2003

Allowances for Mayor & Deputy Mayor

Responding to a question the Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs confirmed that the matter of fixing the Allowances for Mayor & Deputy Mayor will revert to Council in the context of the Annual Budget in accordance with custom & practice.

Adjourned Statutory Council Meeting 30th June 2003

Disabled Persons Grants

The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs confirmed that no funding will be given  to applicants seeking the installation central heating only, under the Disabled persons Grants Scheme.

It was agreed to write to the Minister for Environment, Heritage & Local Government regarding funding for the installation of central heating outside the Disabled Persons Grant Scheme.

PLUTS

The City Manager confirmed that PLUTS would revert to the City Council in September.

Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee

In response to a question the Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs stated that no nomination was received from Ward 2 for the Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee.

City Walls

The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs responding to a question stated that Duchas had received 2 million for the restoration of the City Walls.

Johns River Drainage Scheme

The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs confirmed that no response had been received from Minister Tom Parlon to the City Council’s correspondence regarding the Johns River Drainage Scheme. 
Committee Meeting 7th June 2003

Traveller Accommodation – Group Housing Schemes

Members expressed concern that the local press had received details of the Committee Meeting on 7th July 2003 prior to their confirmation by Council. 

The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs confirmed that following the commencement of the Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations for this project members of the public will have six weeks to make submissions and/or observations before the matter reverts to Council for decision.

Draft Waterford City Appointed Stands – Bye Laws

It was agreed to amend the minutes of 7th July 2003 to show the result of the show of hands for the adoption of the Draft Waterford City Appointed Stands – Bye Laws, by the insertion of the voting, viz 6 FOR and 7 AGAINST.

It was agreed to ask the Law Advisor for clarification on Standing Order No. 19 and Standing Order No. 49 in relation to the decision by Council to revisit Draft Waterford city Appointed Stands – Bye Laws following the City Council’s decision on 7th July 2003.

PLANNING:

(a) Williamstown Golf Course

The Director of Planning & Environment’s Report dated 8th July 2003 refers. He confirmed that the proposed development is consistent with the objectives of the Development Plan. On the proposition of Cllr. S. Dower, seconded by Cllr. O. Clery it was unanimously agreed to complete the process for the construction of a driving range and clubhouse and the reconfiguration of the Golf Course at Williamstown, as recommended by the Director of Planning & Environment in accordance with Part X1 of the Planning & Development act 2001 and Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001.

(b) Taking in Charge of Estates

The Director of Planning & Environment’s Report dated 7th July 2003 circulated with the agenda refers. He recommended that the estates listed be taken in charge. 

On the proposition of Ald. M. Cummins, seconded by Ald. H. Quinlan it was agreed that an order declaring that the roads in the following estates, be public roads, be made in accordance with Section 11 of the Roads Act, 1993, and in compliance with Section 180 of the Planning & Development Act 2000:

Killure Grove, Ballytruckle

Aisling Court, Hennessey’s Road

Spring Garden Alley (Respond Housing)

Ashbrook Cresent, St Herblain

Ursline Mews, Ballytruckle

Francis Court, Church Road, Lisduggan

Cleaboy Avenue, Old Kilmeaden Road

The Willow’s, Keane’s Road

The Mews, Keanes’ Road

College Court Ballytruckle

Hazelbourne, Cleaboy

(c) Planning Lists

The planning lists for June were noted and it was agreed to refer the following planning application to the next Meeting in Committee.

03/330
construction of a two storey two bedroomed house with one carparking space on land adjacent at 44 Woodlawn Grove for Richard Grey

03/335
extension & alterations to house at 143 Ballybeg Park for Tom O’Connor

03/355
to build a 3 floored apartment building containing 18 No. 2 bedroomed self contained (Section 50) units.  Also extensively modify & upgrade existing “stable buildings” to provide 10 No. single bedroomed self contained residential units.  Together with associated site development works & associated services installation at “Tycor House” Cleaboy Road for Thomas Treacy

03/357
minor internal alterations to their premises at 223 & connect to 224 for change of use of no. 224 from residential to retail (pharmacy) with first floor office/meeting room & a single storey rear extension consisting of 4 No. medical suites with additional front parking & associated site works at 223 & 224 Tyrone Avenue, Lismore Park for The Rowe Creavin Medical Practice

03/366
2 storey 52 no. bedroom Nursing Home complete with ancillary services together with 10 no. 2 bedroom retirement chalets & 10 no. 1 bedroom retirement chalets all with ancillary site works & road improvement at Rockcastle, Rathfadden for Sean Halpin.

03/291
replacement of existing 6m x 3m advertising display with one 4m x 3m illuminated advertising display at 96 Lower Yellow Road for JC Decaux Ireland Ltd.

03/294
indefinite retention of a single storey dwelling also alterations & refurbishment of dwelling including sub-division of site, new vehicular entrance & associated site works at 123 Pinewood Avenue, Hillview, Phillip Rouleau

03/307
to re-develop numbers 16-17-18 O’Connell Street and reconstruction of boundary walls with access and exising at O’Connell Street Meeting House Lane and Thomas Hill.  To provide at ground floor and mexxanine, licence bar, restaurant, dance area, private function room, kitchen, staff-room, toilets and storage areas.  Second floor office and two no. apartments.  Third floor two no. apartments and 1 no. apartment with external balcony.  Fourth floor 1 no. apartment and 1 no. apt. with external balcony at 16-17-18 O’Connell Street for Adrian O’Sullivan & Finbar Griffin.

03/306
permission to re-develop the corner of Meeting House Lane and Thomas Hill.  To provide 1 no. town house (3 bedrooms) with roof terrace external balcony and two number car park spaces.  2 no. 2 bedroom single storey, ground floor apartments, 2 no. 2 bedroom duplexes on first and second floor with roof garden on first floor

03/334
construction of a wetland system to treat soiled water and for a lined lagoon slurry store at Ballyhoo for Pat Farrell

03/17
to partly demolish, (retaining front & gable wall to Parlliament St.) extend and renovate 3 no. existing derelict townhouses and const. 2 no. 3 storey apartment blocks containing a total of 9 n. apartments and works at no. 9, 10 & 11 Parliament Street, Waterford.  This property adjoins the City Wall which is a protected structure forming boundaries within the applicant site at 9 10 & 11 Parliament Street for Maureen Widger

03/116
demolition of existing bungalow & store & erection of six apartments in a two storey building at “St. Anthonys”, Leamy Street for Donnacha Larkin

03/309
permission is sought for 2 grass playing fields one all weather pitch, 2 all weather tennis courts, car parking, boundary fencing, lighting standards, new entrance and walling at Gracedieu West for Trustees of Roanmore GAA Club

03/361
construction of 10 two-storey detached houses of which there are two types with plan and elevation options, also 14 apartments in two blocks, each block containing three on ground floor, three on first floor and one on second floor and all ancillary site works at Oaklands, Ballinakill for Dominic Ellickson

03/297
construction of 61 dwellings, together with 635 sq.m. two storey creche facility + external play areas, 2 no. community rooms including kitchen & toilet facilities (223sq.m.) & 158 sq.m. ground floor extension to existing retail unit.  The residential element consists of 10 no. 2 storey + attic 3 bedroom town houses (94sq.m.), 5 no. 2 storey 2 bedroom duplex dwellings (86sq.m.), 42 no. 2 bedroom apartments (types A1:71sq.m., A2:65sq.m., A3:64sq.m.) incorporated within 2 no. 3 storey buildings.  Construct 3 no. 1 bedroom apartments (53 sq.m) & 1 no. 2 bedroom apartment (78sq.m) at second floor level above creche facility.  Construct ancillary development works consisting of roads, footpaths, drainage (including diversion of existing drainage & water main services from adjacent Brasscock Centre), landscaping, parking, external lighting, ESB substation associated with the development, together with the felling of 3 existing trees at Ballynakill Downs, Ballynakill for McInerney (Waterford)

ESTATE:

The Estate items forming a schedule hereto were unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Ald. D. Daniels.

REPORT TO COUNCIL ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT CSPE COURSE:

The Members welcomed the Local Government CSPE Programme for schools and congratulated all associated with its implementation. The Director of Community & Enterprise confirmed that the programme would be advertised to all schools in the City during the new school term.

CODE OF CONDUCT & CUSTOMER CHARTER:

The Code of Conduct and Customer Charter circulated with the agenda refers.

The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs stated that the Code of Conduct and Customer Charter were a follow up to the Council’s Corporate Plan and he requested the City Council’s endorsement.

On the proposition of Ald. P. Hayes seconded by Ald. M. Cummins it was unanimously agreed that:

“The Elected Members of Waterford City Council endorse Code of Conduct and Customer Charter”.

The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs confirmed that both documents will be placed on display in all the public offices of the City Council. 

Questions were dealt with relating to privacy and confidentiality in public offices, appointments in the Housing Office and the telephone call queuing system.

HIGHER EDUCATION GRANT SCHEME  2003/2004

The Higher Education Grant Scheme 2003/2004 circulated with the agenda refers.

The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs informed the meeting that the Higher Education Grant Scheme income limits had increased by 10% and the level of maintenance grant had increased by 15% on the previous year’s scheme.

The Higher Education Grants Scheme 2003/2004 was unanimously adopted on the proposition of Cllr. M. Roche, seconded by Cllr. D. Walsh.

CORRESPONDENCE:          

The correspondence circulated with the agenda was noted.

MOTIONS:

The following motion standing in his name was proposed by Cllr. M. Ivory seconded by Cllr. T. Murphy and agreed: 

(a)
“It is proposed that a proper roundabout be provided in Ballinakill Downs, in the interest of safety at Mowlan Nursing Home.”


(Reg. No. 396, dated 22/01/03)

The Director of Transportation & Infrastructure stated that a survey of the roundabout

will be carried out. 

The Senior Planner confirmed that the City Council was not requested to take the

roundabout in Ballinakill Downs in charge.

The following motion standing in his name was proposed by Cllr. S. Ryan seconded by Ald. M. Cummins and agreed: 

(a) “THAT Waterford City Council undertake an immediate refurbishment and clean up of Ardmore Park including the refurbishment of vacant houses in the area.”

(Reg. No. 400, dated 24/02/03)

In proposing the motion Cllr. Ryan requested that a task force be established for the

area to include Ward Members, City Council Officials and members of Residents’

Associations. He asked that an application be sent to the DOEHLG for funding for the

refurbishment of houses in Ardmore Park.

APPOINTMENT OF CITY MANAGER

The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs Report dated 8th July 2003 circulated

with the agenda refers.

On the proposition of Ald. D. Daniels seconded by Cllr. M. Roche it was unanimously

agreed:

“That Mr. Conn Murray be appointed Waterford City Manager from 1st September

2003”.

The Mayor paid tribute to Mr. Eddie Breen the outgoing City Manager and thanked him for his outstanding contribution to the development of the City and wished him every success in his new appointment.

On behalf of all the members tributes were paid by each of the party whips and Independent Council Members to Mr. Breen for his commitment, hard work and dedication during his seven years with Waterford City Council and each of members wished him well in his new position.

The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs joined in the sentiments of the tributes on his own behalf and on behalf of the employees.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_______________________   
Date: _________________

