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WATERFORD  CITY  COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING HELD 14th APRIL 2003

PRESENT:          

An Comhairleoir Oilibhear Ó Cleirigh Meara,

An Comhairleoir Seán Ó’Dóbhair,
An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach,

An Seanoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill,

An Seanoir Tomás Ó Cunneagáin,

An Seanoir Padraig Ó hAodha,

An Seanoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain,

An Comhairleoir Micheal Ivory,

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste,

An Seanoir Muiris Ó Cuimin,

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Riain,

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu,

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Neill,

An Comhairleoir Liam Mac Carthaigh,

OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          






Mr. E. Breen, City Manager,

Mr. P. Power, Director of Housing &Corporate Affairs, 
Mr. L. Power, A/Director of Transportation& Infrastructure






Mr. M. Walsh, Director of Planning & Environment,







Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Community & Enterprise,




Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance,

Mr. J. Andrews, Senior Planner 

Mr. P. Mc Carthy, Senior Engineer,

Mr. R. Maddock, A/Senior Architect,






Mr. F. Galvin, Senior Executive Officer, 






Mr. L. Quinlan, Senior Executive Officer,






Mr. E. Ruane, Senior Executive Officer,






Mr. C. Keogh, Senior Exec. Engineer,






Ms. M. Breen, Administrative Officer,






Ms. M. Quigley, Estate Agent,






Ms. K. Hayes, Asst. Staff Officer,






Ms. O. O’Reilly, Senior Staff Officer. 

APOLOGY:          

An apology for inability to attend was received from Cllr. J. Halligan,

VOTES OF SYMPATHY:

It was unanimously resolved that this Council extends its sympathy to: 

The family of the late Darren Nolan, 124 Kilcohan Park.

The family of the late Bridie Gallagher, Viewmount Pk, Dunmore Road.

The family of the late Dr. Jim Molloy, Tramore.

The family of the late Tom Phelan, George’s St. 

Ms. Marie Hegarty on the death of her father Manus Doherty.

Ms. Gabrielle Cummins on the death of her brother Fintan.

The City Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the Corporation staff.

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:

It was agreed to amend the minutes of the Committee Meeting on 10th March 2003 to reflect that Ald. P. Hayes had proposed and Cllr. O. Clery, Mayor had seconded the Draft Waterford City Appointed Stands – Bye Laws 2003. It was further agreed to amend the minutes to reflect that discussion had taken place regarding the reduction in funding by the Arts Council to arts groups in Waterford City. Accordingly it was agreed that the City Council would write to the Arts Council expressing its disappointment at the reduced funding for arts in the City.

On the proposition of Ald. H. Quinlan, seconded by Cllr. M. Roche it was unanimously agreed to amend the minutes of the Committee Meeting on 10th March 2003.

On the proposition of Ald. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. S. Dower it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Committee Meeting held 10th March 2003 be confirmed and signed.

On the proposition of Cllr. S. Ryan, seconded by Cllr. D. Walsh it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Council Meeting held 10th March 2003 be confirmed and signed. 

MATTERS ARISING:          

Committee Meeting held 10th March 2003

Draft Waterford City Appointed Stands 

Responding to questions the Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs stated that the request by the traders and residents of Arundel Square to meet with the City Council would be considered once the agreed procedures were followed and the group made an application to meet with Council in writing.

Roadworks Programme

Responding to a question the A/Director of Transportation & Infrastructure confirmed that the roadworks programme would commence forthwith.

Traffic Calming Measures

The A/Director of Transportation & Infrastructure stated that he would meet with ward members regarding traffic calming measures. 

Arts Funding in Waterford City Council

The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs confirmed that a letter would be sent to the Arts Council expressing City Council’s disappointment at the reduction in arts funding from the Arts Council for Waterford City.

Surveys

The A/Director of Transportation & Infrastructure agreed to survey traffic issues at Green St /Convent Hill and road conditions at Ballinaneeshagh.

Littering by students

The Director of Planning & Environment confirmed that he would meet with the Gardai and parent representatives to discuss the problem of littering by students.

Monthly Council Meeting dated 10th March 2003

Radiotherapy

It was agreed that the City Council would write to the Minister for Health and Children requesting a copy of the Expert Review Groups Report on Cancer Services prior to his meeting with the delegation from City Council

Special Olympics

The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs stated that the City Council has sponsored a Special Olympic Athlete.

Urban Renewal

Mr. M. Walsh advised that he will revert to Council later this year when proposals for the development of the Urban Renewal Programme are designed.

Stray Horses 

In response to a question the Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs informed the meeting that the City Council would take action against any tenant keeping horses in their garden.

Safety Barriers at Cypress Grove 

The A/Director of Transportation & Infrastructure confirmed that safety barriers for Cypress Grove had been ordered and informed the meeting that the barriers would be erected in the coming weeks. 

PLANNING:

(a) Completion of Part 8 Planning Act 2000

(i) Ballybeg Link Road

The Director of Transportation & Infrastructure stated that the statutory process in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning Act 2000 had been completed and informed the meeting that a no submissions or objections had been received. He recommended that the development proceed unaltered. 


On the proposition of Ald. M. Cummins, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Neill it was unanimously agreed to complete the process for the Ballybeg Link Road in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning Act 2000.

(ii) German Road/St John’s Park Housing Scheme 

The Director of Planning & Environment’s Report circulated with the agenda refers.

The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs stated that following a meeting with the ward members and in response to representations by the residents of the German Road and St Johns Park, the layout for the new development had been altered. He confirmed that house no.’s 40-45 have been changed from two storey and are now all proposed as two bedroomed bungalows. He informed the meeting that this results in an overall reduction in the number of houses in the scheme from 56 to 54.

On the proposition of Ald. T. Cunningham, seconded by Cllr. M. Roche it was unanimously agreed to complete the process for the construction of the German Road/St John’s Park housing scheme in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning Act 2000.

The elected members acknowledged the co-operation of the German Road and St John’s Park residents throughout the planning of the new development and congratulated the St. John’s Park Residents Committee on the estates 50th Anniversary Celebrations.

(b) 

Taking in Charge of Estates

Initiation of Taking Charge Process

The list of estates to be taken in charge circulated with the agenda refers. The Director of Planning & Environment proposed to initiate procedures under Section 11 of the Roads Act 1993 and Section 180 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 for the taking in charge of the following estates:

Killure Grove, Ballytruckle

Aisling Court, Hennessy’s Road

Spring Garden Alley, Respond Housing,

Ashbook Cresent, St Herblain

Ursline Mews, Ballytruckle

Francis Court, Church Road

Cleaboy Avenue, Old Kilmeaden Road

The Willows and The Mews, Keane’s Road

College Court, Ballytruckle

The Director of Planning & Environment confirmed that Ursline Cresent would also be included in this list.

Finalisation of Taking in Charge Process

The Director of Planning & Environment’s Report circulated with the agenda refers. He stated that this is the finalisation of the taking in charge process estates listed. 

On the proposition of Ald. M. Cummins, seconded by Ald. T. Cunningham it was agreed that an order declaring that the roads in the following estates, be public roads, be made in accordance with Section 11 of the Roads Act, 1993, and in compliance with Section 180 of the Planning & Development Act 2000:

Earlscourt, Dunmore Road

Maypark Village, Maypark Lane

Park Lane, Maypark Lane

Marina Walk, Maypark Lane

Prospect Mews, Kilcohan

Ursline Court, Ballytruckle

Avondale, Kilcohan

Riverview Knockboy

The Anchorage Williamstown.
 (c)
Planning Lists

The planning lists for March were noted and it was agreed to refer the following planning application to the next Meeting in Committee.

03/116
Demolition of existing bungalow & store & reection of six apartments in a two storey building at “St. Anthonys”, Leamy Street, for Donnacha Larkin C/O Peter S. Carroll

03/114
Change of use of part ground floor from residential to commercial at 1 Hazelbourne, Cleaboy Road, for Bernie Lacey, C/O Tony Hennessey

03/113
Retail warehouse/DIY store consisting of 2500 sq.m net sales area with garden centre attachef, two retail units for sale of comparison goods with a net asles area of 2278 sq.m and an additional 27 car parking spaces at Farranshoneen, Outer Ring Road for Noel Frisby Construction Ltd., C/O Joseph Doyle Architects. 

03/130
A two storey extension to side of existing house at 165, Lismore Park, for Peter Roche C/O Sarah O’Keeffe

03/131
a two storey extension to side of existing house at 164, Lismore park for Michael & Tara Dunphy, C/O Sarah O’Keeffe

03/95
Erection of a two storey extension to rear of house including kitchen/dining area on the ground floor & two bedroom one with en-suite & dressing on 1st Floor at 4, The Terrace, Barrack St., for Michael Lyng, C/O Duffy Henry Architects.

Members expressed concern regarding the number of good quality houses being

demolished for the construction of apartments in the City. It was agreed to write to the Minister requesting him to examine current planning legislation governing the demolition of habitable houses.

ESTATE:

The Estate items forming a schedule hereto were unanimously agreed on the proposition of Ald. M. Cummins, seconded by Ald. P. Hayes.

APPOINTMENT OF NOMINEE – Regional Board of Management and County Tourism Board

It was proposed by Ald. T. Cunningham, seconded by Cllr. S. Dower and agreed:-

“ That Ald. H. Quinlan be nominated to Regional Board of Management and County Tourism Board”

APPOINTMENT OF 2 No. NOMINEES – to attend Joint Oireachtas Committee on European Affairs meeting to be held in City Hall on Friday 2nd May, 2003. 

It was proposed by Ald. T. Cunningham, seconded by Cllr. M. Roche and agreed:-

“ That Cllr. O. Clery be nominated attend Joint Oireachtas Committee on European Affairs meeting to be held in City Hall on Friday 2nd May, 2003.”

It was proposed by Cllr. S. Ryan, seconded by Cllr. M. Roche and agreed:-

“ That Ald. P. Hayes be nominated attend Joint Oireachtas Committee on European Affairs meeting to be held in City Hall on Friday 2nd May, 2003.”

SET DATE FOR ANNUAL MEETING

It was agreed that the Annual Meeting of Waterford City Council would take place on 23rd June 2003. 

ENVIRONMENTAL SEMINAR FOR ELECTED MEMBERS- DUNGARVAN 1st MAY 2003

The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs Report circulated with the agenda refers. He confirmed that members wishing to attend the seminar should inform the Corporate Affairs Department.

CORRESPONDENCE:          

The correspondence circulated with the agenda was noted.

Attendance at the following conferences was proposed by Ald. M. Cummins and seconded by Cllr. D. Walsh:

1. Colmcille Winter School, 14th Winter School, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal – 28th February – 2nd March

Ald. M. Cummins.

2.
Clonmel Borough Council, Presentation Primary School, Tipperary Institute, Transport in Ireland – Hearnes Hotel, Clonmel.  -  7th & 8th March, 2003.

Cllr. S. Ryan

3.
Association of Health Boards in Ireland, Health Service in Ireland, Annual Conference – Newpark Hotel, Kilkenny – 21st & 22nd March, 2003.

Cllr. S. Dower, Cllr. J. Halligan, Cllr. L. O’Neill, Ald. P. Hayes.

4.
Newmarket Development Association, The Dunhallow Conference – Dunhallow Park Hotel, Killarney Road, Kanturk, Co. Cork.  27th – 30th March 2003.

Ald. P. Hayes, Ald. H. Quinlan, Cllr. S. Dower, Cllr. L. O’Neill, Cllr. S. Ryan.

5. L.A.M.A., 20th Annual Conference, Mount Errigal Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.

24th & 25th April, 2003.

Ald. P. Hayes, Cllr. J. Halligan, Cllr. S. Ryan, Cllr. S. Dower, Cllr. L. O’Neill.

6. Sherkin Island Marine Station, 19th Annual Environmental Conference “Tackling Pollution of Inland & Coastal Waters, Carrigaline Court Hotel, Carrigaline, Co. Cork – 1st & 2nd May 2003.

Ald. D. Daniels.

7.
Southern & Eastern Regional Assembly, 4th Annual Conference – Hotel Kilkenny.

23rd & 24th May 2003.

Ald. P. Hayes, Ald. H. Quinlan.

8.
Mid-West Regional Authority, “Regional Planning Guidelines”, Abbey Court Hotel, Nenagh, 


Co. Tipperary.  Friday 13th June, 2003.


Ald. D. Daniels.

On the proposition of Ald. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. S. Dower it was unanimously agreed that Ald. T. Cunningham attend the L.A.M.A /Confederation of European Councillors’ Joint Conference in Czechslovakia from 9th –12th October 2003.

MOTIONS:

Anti Social Behaviour

The following motion standing in the names of Cllr. J. Halligan, Cllr. D. Walsh and Cllr. B. Mc Carthy was moved by Cllr. D. Walsh and seconded by Cllr. B. Mc Carthy: 

“THAT in view of the ongoing and ever increasing incidents of vandalism and 

antisocial behaviour in Waterford City Council Housing Estates, this Council 

appoints an official whose sole function will be to address the problem.

His brief will be to investigate incidents, liaise with victims, local residents 

organisations, the Garda Authorities and where it falls within the powers of the City 

council, to instigate legal proceedings to defeat the culprits.

Being mindful that in many cases the anti-social behaviour is caused by juveniles this 

council calls on the Department of Justice to fully examine this aspect of the problem 

and being forward proposals to make existing legislation more appropriate to dealing 

with the situation.”

(Reg. No. 378, dated 09/09/02)

In proposing the motion Cllr. D. Walsh informed the meeting that Dublin City

Council employ  an official whose sole function is to deal with anti social behaviour

in the Ballymun Housing Estate. He stated that anti social behaviour has been reduced

by 50% over an 18 month period in the Ballymun Housing Estate.

In seconding the motion Cllr. B. Mc Carthy referred to the incidences of anti social

behaviour in housing estates in Waterford.

The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs stated that the brief of the official as

detailed in the motion is almost identical to the brief of the City Council’s Estate

Officers. He informed the meeting that the Estates Officers have only been in situ for

two years and the programme which they are implementing is still in its infancy. He

confirmed that both the estate officers work in partnership with individuals,

community groups, sports groups and liase closely with the Gardai.

On the proposition of Cllr. D. Walsh, seconded by Cllr. B. Mc Carthy the following

amended motion was agreed: 

“THAT in view of the ongoing and ever increasing incidents of vandalism and 

antisocial behaviour in Waterford City Council Housing Estates, this Council 

investigates the possibility of employing an official whose sole function will be to

address the problem.

His brief will be to investigate incidents, liaise with victims, local residents 

organisations, the Garda Authorities and where it falls within the powers of the City 

council, to instigate legal proceedings to defeat the culprits.

Being mindful that in many cases the anti-social behaviour is caused by juveniles this 

council calls on the Department of Justice to fully examine this aspect of the problem 

and being forward proposals to make existing legislation more appropriate to dealing 

with the situation.”

It was agreed to refer the motion to the Garda Liaison Sub Committee.

It was further agreed that the relevant officials from Waterford City Council would

travel to Dublin City Council to consider the implementation of the anti social

behaviour programme in the Ballymun Housing Estate in consultation with the

relevant Dublin City Council officials.

Footpath between the Roundabout and Esso Garage on the Tramore Road

The following motion standing in his name was proposed by Cllr. L. O’Neill seconded by Cllr. S. Ryan and agreed: 

“THAT Waterford City Council provide a continuation of footpath between Superquinn Roundabout and ESSO Garage on the main Tramore Road in the interest of Road Safety.”

(Reg. No. 386, Dated 11/11/02)

The A/Director of Transportation and Infrastructure stated that he is favourably

disposed to providing a footpath between Superquinn Roundabout and ESSO Garage

on the main Tramore Road but confirmed the land required for the footpath is not in

the City Council’s ownership. He confirmed that he would investigate the possibility

of acquiring the land. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:          

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: ____________________ 


Date:___________________

