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WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL
 COUNCIL MEETING IN COMMITTEE 22nd March 2010
	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach 

An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagáin

An Comhairleoir Gearóid de Uidheas

An Comhairleoir Séamus Ó Riain 

An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill
An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Néill 

An Comhairleoir Séan Ó hAilligán, Meara
	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          




Mr. M. Walsh, City Manager


Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Environmental Services & Planning 
Mr. F. Galvin, Director of Corporate Affairs & Transportation
Mr. J. Andrews, Senior Planner

 

Mr. J. Sullivan, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. B. Duggan. Senior Executive Officer
Mr. R. Mannix, Senior Executive Officer
Mr. H O Brien, Executive Planner


Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer
	APOLOGY:          


Apologies were received from An Comhairleoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain, An Comhairleoir Risteard de Róiste, An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh, An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste, An Comhairleoir Daithi Ó Cuileannáin, An Comhairleoir Séan Ó Cuimín who were unable to attend.

	1.
	ANNUAL REPORT


The Draft Annual Report for 2009 which had been circulated with the Agenda was unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. T. Cunningham, seconded by Cllr. D. Walsh.  

	2.
	SOUTH EAST RIVER BASIN DISTRICT MANAGEMENT PLAN


The Director of Services presented a report which outlined the legislative background to and the principle objectives of the South Eastern River Basin Management Plan 2009-2015.  The plan sets out measures
to be taken by all stakeholders and priorities identified which are aimed at achieving significant 
improvements in overall river water quality in the South East. The main bodies involved in the making 
and implementation of the plan  are Carlow, Wexford, Kilkenny, Waterford County, South Tipperary,
Laois, North Tipperary, Kildare, Offaly, Wicklow, Waterford City, Limerick and Cork local authorities, EPA, Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government and other public bodies .The Plan sets 
the objective of achieving good ground water quality by 2027 and good river water quality by 2021. 
Waterford City Council will supplement actions in the plan with a specific plan for the remediation of 
John’s river.
Questions were dealt with in respect of resources, the quality of water in John’s River, EPA monitoring, 
the potential licensing of domestic septic tanks, ground water quality, water pricing and penalties for non-implementation.

The adoption of the plan is a reserved function and will be on the Agenda for  the Council Meeting in April 
for adoption.

It was also agreed to check on the current Council representation on the SERBD Committee.

	3.
	DERELICT SITES


The Director of Services presented a report outlining proposals to deal with Derelict Sites. Over 120 
premises had been identified as needing relatively minor cosmetic improvements and these had all been 
written to. A number of high profile city centre sites with significant problems were outlined and the 
Council’s legal powers under the Planning & Development Act, 2000-2007 the Derelict Sites Act 1990 
outlined. 

The City Manager outlined a number of options that could be considered in dealing with these sites 
including CPO and remedial works or demolition by the Council. However these options would incur very significant 
costs to the Council and  in the current financial climate there was no guarantee that the Council could 
recover any of these monies thus exposing Council to a considerable financial risk. However, there is acceptance that “doing nothing” is not an option.
There were also recent indications that a couple of the sites within the heritage area were attracting some commercial interest and the Manager was hopeful that planning applications would be lodged shortly with
some movement on redevelopment.

A discussion on the matter ensued and questions were dealt with in respect of expenditure, possible 
purchase of properties, the derelict sites levy, planning issues, listed buildings and discussions with
property owners.

The City Manager agreed to revert to Council setting out actions for each of the large sites.

	4.
	CATHEDRAL SQUARE


The Director of Services presented a proposal to locate the John Condon memorial in Cathedral Square.  A discussion ensued in respect of removal of trees and there replacement, but there was agreement in principle to locate the John Condon Memorial in Cathedral Square.  The proposal will revert to Council as a Part 8 process.
The City Manager informed the meeting that funding was in place.
	5.
	AOB


The Director of Service, Corporate Affairs & Transportation stated that the Department of the Environment had notified Waterford City Council of the establishment of South East Homeless Forum as a pilot project which required the nomination of one Council Member.

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes seconded by Cllr. T. Cunningham and unanimously agreed that Cllr. S. Ryan, as Chair of the Housing SPC, be nominated to the South East Homeless Forum.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: ____________________

Dated :___________________

