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WATERFORD  CITY  COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING IN COMMITTEE 18th October, 2004

PRESENT:          

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Riain, Meara

An Comhairleoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh

An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagáin 

An Comhairleoir Seán Hallagan

An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu,

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Neill,

An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin

OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          






Mr. C. Murray, City Manager

Mr. P. Power, Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs

Mr.L. Power, Director of Transportation& Infrastructure






Mr. M. Walsh, Director of Planning & Environment,





Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance

Mr. F. Galvin, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. M. Ryan, Senior Engineer

Mr. F. Roche, Senior Engineer

Mr. R. Maddock, A/Senior Architect, 

Mr.L. Quinlan, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. E. Ruane, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. S. McLoughlin, Executive Architect





Ms. M. Quigley, Administrative Officer






Ms. S. McCarthy, A/Staff Officer






Mr. V. O’Shea, Rapid Co-Ordinator






Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer

Waterford City Bypass – NRA

Mr. Michael Tobin and Mr. John Fitzsimons made a presentation to the Members on the Waterford City By Pass and the N9.  Mr. Tobin set the Waterford City Bypass in the context of the national Roads Programme.  Mr. Tobin stated there were 12 bidders for the project which had now been refined to two and the project  would be a PPP at a cost of €426m, 50% to come from the private sector.  The Department of the Environment Heritage & Local Government has confirmed the two options on the Viking Site,

Full resolution of the site, or re-route the road.

A decision is exepected from the Minister by year end.

Dublin-Waterford - N9 Improvement Works

Mr. Tobin confirmed the Environmental Impact Statement and the Compulsory Purchase Order should be finalised by year end  and  that the northern section is due to start in 2007 and to be completed in 2010 on the basis of a design/build contract and the southern section should start in 2008 and  be completed in 2012.  Funding for the scheme has yet to be finalised.

Members stressed the urgency of the projects in the context of Waterford as a Gateway city.

Questions were dealt with regarding moving forward of the projects, timescale, funding, contractors/consortium, toll, Compulsory Purchase Order, Environmental Impact Statement  and phasing of the works.

The Mayor thanked Mr. Tobin and Mr. Fitzimons for their presentation. 

 It was agreed that the Mayor write to the Minister for Transport and the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government to  expedite funding for the N9 and early resolution of the  Archaeological issues.

City Development Board 

The Director of Community & Enterprise updated the Council in relation to the work of the City Development Board and the implementation of the 10 year strategy and indicated that the strategy will be reviewed in 2005.  She outlined the need for physical forward planning to be linked with service planning with particular reference to the North West Suburbs.

The Director answered questions in relation  to early school leaving, school planning,  improved cohesion within the local development sector, the RAPID programme and the recent OECD report on 3rd level education. The Mayor  brought the discussion to a close by thanking and acknowledging  the work of the Development Board .

It was proposed by Cllr. J. Walsh and seconded by Cllr. T. Murphy and unanimously agreed to support the application of the City Development Board to have the area covered by RAPID  in Waterford  realigned to correspond with that covered  by Waterford Area Partnership Board, as the two area based programmes to address disadvantaged  in Waterford city.

It was unanimously agreed to suspend Standing Orders  for 20 minutes.

PLANNING

(a) Planning & Development Act, 2000, Part XI.

(Planning & Development) Regulations, 2001 as amended,     Part 8 commmencement of process - Restoration and refurbishment of Protected Structure, Manor St. John.

It was proposed Cllr. T. Cunningham  seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan, and  unanimously agreed to commence the process.

(b) Ardmore Park 

The Director of Community & Enterprise  presented plans of possible options which will form the basis of consultation with the community towards developing a plan for the regeneration of  Ardmore Park.   After more detailed consultation  with residents the matter will  revert to Council.

(c) Planning & Development Act, 2000, Part XI.

(Planning & Development) Regulations, 2001 as amended,     Part 8 completion of process .

Relocation of Fr. Luke Wadding Sculpture and associated site works at  French Church, Greyfriars.

It was proposed by  Cllr. H. Quinlan, seconded by Cllr. M. O Halloran that the works as outlined in City Manager’s report of  6th October, 2004 proceed.

A show of hands resulted as follows:

For




Against

 9

  


     2 
           with 3 abstensions

 (d) Planning Lists

A report on the status of planning items referred from Monthly Council Meeting held on 11th October was circulated at the meeting.

FINANCE

(a) It was  proposed by Cllr. T.Murphy seconded by Cllr. H. Quinlan and unanimously agreed:

" That this Council hereby authorises borrowings of €5 Million from the Housing Finance Agency, for the purpose of House Purchase loans, House improvement loans,  Shared Ownership Scheme, and Affordable Housing Scheme."

(b) It was unanimously agreed to forward the Report on Funding of Local Government in Ireland to The Review Group of Local Government Financing, Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government, Custom House, Dublin 1.

Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee 

It was agreed that the composition of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee would remain unchanged.

On the proposition of  Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. M. O Halloran,  it was unanimously agreed that Cllr. D. Walsh be nominated to the above Committee for Ward 1.

On the proposition of Cllr. S. Ryan, seconded by Cllr. J. Halligan, it was unanimously agreed that Cllr. D. Cullinane be nominated to the above Committee for Ward 3.

It was agreed that a nomination from Ward 2 be forwarded to Mr. P. Power, Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs  before Friday 22nd October, 2004.

Appointment of 9 members to Waterford City VEC 

The first two appointments  were by group nomination under Section 44,  Schedule 10 of the Local Government Act, 2001.

1. Cllr. D. Walsh nominated by Cllr. J. Halligan and Cllr. D. Walsh

2. Cllr. J. Kelly nominated by Cllr. D. Cullinane and Cllr. J. Kelly

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. J. Walsh and unanimously agreed the following be appointed  to Waterford City VEC.

3. Mayor, Cllr. S. Ryan

4. Cllr. M. O Halloran

5. Cllr. J. D’Arcy

6. Cllr. C. O’Neill

7. Cllr. J. Walsh

8. Cllr. M. Roche

9. Cllr. T. Murphy

Radiotherapy

The report on the meeting with the Minister for Health & Children which was circulated with the Agenda was noted.  The Mayor confirmed a meeting was arranged with the Cancer Care Alliance at 6.p.m. on 18th October, 2004.

WASTE MANAGEMENT

This  matter was deferred.

AOB

The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs advised the meeting that an invitation from the Waterford United Football Club was extended to the City Council in the event of Waterford United winning the FAI Carlsberg Cup Final, a homecoming  will take place on Monday  25th  October, in Ballybricken.  Expected arrival time of the train is  4.00p.m.

A photograph of the restored Van der Hagen was distributed to each Council Member.

The Mayor extended good wishes to Liam Quinlan on his departure from Waterford City Council.  The City Manager also joined in the sentiments on behalf of the employees.

It was agreed that the City  Boundary Extension  be an item on the next Agenda.

That concluded the business of the meeting

Signed:  _____________________

Dated:  ________________________

