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WATERFORD  CITY  COUNCIL

 COUNCIL MEETING IN COMMITTEE  15th November, 2004

	PRESENT:          


An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Riain, Meara

An Comhairleoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain

An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste

An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Dorchaidh

An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagáin 

An  Comhairleoir Seán  Hallagan

An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu,

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Neill,

An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin

	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          







Mr. C. Murray, City Manager

Mr. P. Power, Director Housing & Corporate Affairs

Mr.L. Power, Director of Transportation & Infrastructure






Mr. M. Walsh, Director of Planning & Environment,





Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance

Mr. J. Andrews , Senior Planner

Mr. M. Ryan, Senior Engineer

Mr. F. Roche, Senior Engineer

Mr. R. Maddock, A/Senior Architect

Mr. E. Ruane, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. B. O’Kane, Fin/Man. Accountant






Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer

	Budget Process Briefing:


The Head of Finance stated the budget is  prepared in prescribed format in accordance with the Local Government, Act, 2001. He outlined sources of funding, programme budgeting and advised of the practice in Waterford City Council of considering the draft Budget in Committee prior to the Statutory meeting.  The role of the CPG in the process was also outlined. 

 Questions were dealt with regarding, valuations, calculations of rate and expansion of rate base.
	Planning Lists:


A report on the status of planning items referred from monthly Council Meeting on 8th November, 2004 was circulated at the meeting.

04/413

Applicant Name: Store-All (Warehousing) Ltd, Applicant Address: C/O Liam O'Donnell, White Gables, Grantstown, Waterford eMail Address:  <mailto:>Phone/Fax Number: Ph:,Fax: 

Proposed Development

Development Description: the construction of new entrance from Tramore-Waterford road (R675) at Ballynakill to the Store-All Warehousing Ltd. premises at Ballytruckle together with the provision of a bridge over the St. John's River and alteration to the open space adjacent to Tramore Road Development Address: Tramore Road,, Ballynakill,, Waterford 

The Senior Planner confirmed further information was sought on this application.

	Christmas Relief:


The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs stated the current system was unsustainable.  Questions were dealt with regarding employee standards, health and safety, training for employees, charity donations.  The City Manager agreed to revert to Council Meeting in Committee on 24th November following further consideration of the matter.

	Presentation from Waterford and Suir Valley Railway:


Ms. Maria Kyte,  Mr. John Norris and Mr. Padraig O’Griofa made a presentation to Council on the development of the Suir Valley Railway.  The presentation outlined  the development to date which included , purchase of  new engine, laying of track, opening for promotional trips, refurbishment of Kilmeaden Station.  Future development to include  walking-cycling route, the Waterford Way from Waterford City to Dungarvan, extend the track to Waterford City centre, purchase of a rail bus, possible commuter service for WIT, potential for   development of a Park  & Ride service, access to Mount Congreve Estate, transport museum, purchase of steam engine.

The presentation members  sought the support of Council on technical  planning, and funding matters.

The Members acknowledged the amenity in attracting tourists to the City  by  Waterford Suir Valley Railway.

Questions were answered on tourism, amenities,  feasibility study,  funding.

The Mayor thanked Ms. Maria Kyte,  Mr. John Norris and Mr. Padraig O’Griofa for the presentation.

	Presentation from Bus Eireann.


Ms. Grace Tallon,  Mr. Tim Daly and Mr.  Ray Kearney made a presentation to the Council on the operation of  city service routes.   Mr. Daly outlined the operation of five routes in the city, Ballybeg to city centre, Kilcohan/John’s Park/to city centre, Lisduggan/Brown’s Road/WIT to the city centre, Hillview/city centre/Farran Park and Logloss to city centre. The decrease in passenger numbers in 2004.  The introduction of the 1st high frequency service on the Ballybeg route  in 1995 followed by the Lisduggan/WIT service in 2000, and an improved service (every 20 mins) was introduced in John’s Park/Kilcohan Estates to city centre last year have proved highly successful.  It is intended to extend the high frequency to the remaining routes in the city.

Mr. Daly stated their contract with More Ireland Ltd, for the provision of bus shelters ended some time ago and negotiations with regard to  renewal were ongoing.

The presentation members sought the support of City Council for the construction of a quality bus corridor, the right of way for buses at road junctions and eforcement of road traffic regulations.

Questions were dealt with regarding provision of Sunday service, safety at bus stops, bus bays, bus shelters, advertising, development of further bus routes.

The Mayor thanked the deputation for their presentation.

	Minister of Transport Mr. Martin Cullen T.D. Address 


The Mayor welcomed Minister Cullen T.D.,  and extended congratulations on behalf of the City Council on his appointment as Minister for Transport.  The Mayor also extended a welcome to Sean Dower.

The Minister answered questions on the following: 

Waterford City By Pass-Viking Site

The Minister stated Waterford City By Pass was central to Waterford as a Gateway City. He  confirmed difficulty in continuing with other works on the By Pass until the Viking Site issue was resolved.   It is crucial that Waterford City Council and the Minister work in partnership to address the issues.  Mr. Cullen agreed to keep the Mayor and the Council advised of developments.

N9 Improvements

The Minister confirmed the resources are in place for the N9, the Compulsory Purchase Order and the Environmental Impact Statement are almost complete for  the southern section  and will be published as soon as possible.

North Quays development

The Minister stated  the site at the  North Quays was of national and regional significance and a  number of jobs would become available  during and after construction,   the tendering process for site is it is hoped will begin shortly.

Outer Ring Road

The Minister stated this development is on schedule and funds have been allocated to augment Waterford City Council’s own resources and Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government Funding.

O.E.C.D Report.

The contents of the report were noted but it must be recognised that the WIT is on a clear path and is progressing.  The region now support the WIT to develop into the University of  South East.

Flood Relief – Tramore Road

The Minister urged City Council to proceed with the development as approved  with a view to ensuring that works on the Tramore Road be kept on the Agenda of the OPW.  The Tramore Roads is an essential part of the scheme.

Williamstown Road- Funding

The Minister stated this was a matter for Waterford City Council.
Waterford Regional Airport

The Minister confirmed increased flight levels from the Airport contributed to its major success.  He complimented the incremental approach to the roll-out of  development advising that a good package under the Marketing & Capital grants scheme is accessible.

Waterford/New Ross-Waterford/Clonmel rail line

The Minister confirmed there was no specific brief at present to re-open rail lines as commuter lines.  He stated the improved network should help to relieve traffic.

Port of Waterford City Council 

The Port now has a commercial mandate and needs extension in both bulk and boxed goods.  Any capital monies raised will be required by  the Minister for Communications,  Marine & Natural Resources to be spent on capital projects/works.

	Any Other Business


The Mayor informed  Members the  switching on of  Festive Lighting would take place on  20th November  at 5.15p.m. in John Roberts Square.

It was agreed to reconsider  Presentations in Committee when reviewing  Standing Orders.

Questions were dealt with regarding Remedial Works in the upper town area and Clonard Park, traffic lights at John’s Hill, forthcoming meeting of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee, Waste Management, Ballytruckle/Kilcohan Local Area Plan, Planning workshop.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_______________


Date:_____________________
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