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WATERFORD  CITY  COUNCIL

COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 29th MAY 2003

PRESENT:          

An Comhairleoir Oilibhear Ó Cleirigh Meara,

An Comhairleoir Seán Ó’Dóbhair,
An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach,

An Seanoir Tomás Ó Cunneagáin,

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste,

An Seanoir Muiris Ó Cuimin,

An Comhairleoir Seamus O Riain,

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Neill,

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu,

An Comhairleoir Liam Mac Carthaigh,

An Comhairleoir Séan Hallagan,

APOLOGIES:          

An apology for inability to attend was received from Ald. H. Quinlan, Ald. D. Daniels, Ald. P. Hayes and Cllr. M. Ivory.

OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          

Mr. P. Power, Director of Housing &Corporate Affairs, 






Mr. M. Walsh, Director of Planning & Environment,





Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Community & Enterprise,

Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance,

Mr. L. Power, A/Director of Transportation& Infrastructure

Mr. J. Andrews, Senior Planner, 






Mr. L. Quinlan, Senior Executive Officer, 






Mr. C. Keogh, A/Senior Engineer,






Mr. J. Hickey, Snr. Exec. Engineer,






Ms. M. Breen, Administrative Officer,






Mr. E. Ruane, Senior Executive Officer.

An apology for inability to attend was received from Mr. E.J. Breen, City Manager.

1.
Presentation by An Bord Gais

Mr. P. Power introduced the matter by adverting to the City Council’s request to meet with Bord Gais to discuss the future of the site at Waterside.  As the time is now opportune from a development point of view, the Bord is anxious to present its proposals for the site and the development timescale.  

The Mayor welcomed Mr. John Boylan, Property Project Manager, Bord Gais and Mr. Tony Browne and Mr. David Field of Parkman Consulting Engineers.  

Mr. Boylan briefly outlined the history of Bord Gais sites in Ireland and advised that some 50 of a total acreage of 55 acres had now been remediated.  The Waterford Waterside site consisted of 2.5 acres of the remaining 5 acres.  He gave a brief history of the Waterford site and advised that the three phases of remediation are now about to commence, namely, the pre-planning stage, the planning and risk assessment stage and the implementation stage.  Mr. Boylan advised on the remediation options confirming that thermal treatment abroad is the most suitable option.  Three site investigations have been carried out in 1990, 1995 and 2001 and visual surveys of the bridges and the boundary walls.  Bord Gais now wishes to proceed with the remediation of the site which included the quantified risk assessment involving a waste management licence from the Environmental Protection Agency.  Phase 2 will involve the making of a planning application to the City Council in respect of the excavation of the contaminated material, the provision of a temporary bridge with the removal of this material and an environmental impact statement.  The final phase will be the implementation of this involving the selection of a contractor under E.U. rules and the site works including the removal of the surface and sub-surface obstructions, the removal of the contaminated soils and the exporting of these materials.  

Mr. Tony Browne of Parkman Consulting Engineers then advised the Council of the wide experience which his firm has in relation to the remediation of sites in the U.K. and Northern Ireland.  He gave details of the odour suppression systems, wheel washing facilities and the requirement for a validation report to ensure that all aspects of the remediation have been fully complied with.  He advised that some 55,000 tons of material need to be dealt with of which 33,000 tons will be exported for remediation to one of the only three countries accepting this type of waste, Holland, Belgium or Germany.  It was hoped to submit the planning application in June/July and commence work in the new year at which time the site will go on the market.  The project will take approximately 6 to 8 months.  He also advised that detailed surveys if both bridges had been carried out and that in their present condition both bridges are unusable and indeed unsafe.  Restoration/replacement of the pedestrian bridge will be examined.

Questions were dealt with regarding removal of contaminated water and other equipment on site, the future foundations, restoration and replacement of the bridges, consultation with the City Council and the residents and businesses in the area, the issue of information leaflets and a newsletter together with the establishment of a helpline and the need for co-ordination with the Office of Public Works in relation to the St. Johns River Flood Protection Scheme.  

Mr. John Boylan thanked the Mayor and Members for this opportunity to address and the Mayor thanked Mr. Boylan, Mr. Browne and Mr. Field for their presentation.  The delegation from Bord Gais withdrew at this stage.

2. Proposed Taxi Stands – Deputation from Residents/Traders

The Mayor welcomed the deputation of Ms. Aisling Kelly, Ms. Mary Power and Mr. Martin McCarthy to the meeting.  The delegation thanked the Mayor and Members for the opportunity to address the City Council and advised that they represented both the traders and the residents.  They informed the meeting that some 23 businesses and 5 residences were represented by the group and that all were opposed to the location of a taxi stand in Arundel Square.  Both business and residents felt that such a stand would add to the already difficult vehicular traffic situation and be a cause of nuisance and annoyance and obstruction to both pedestrians and vehicular traffic.  Questions were dealt with regarding traffic at peak hours, congestion regarding deliveries, pedestrian access to businesses and residences, the size of existing loading bays, temporary parking and the current unauthorised use of part of the square for taxis for set down and pick up.  The delegation concluded by adverting to the adverse affect a taxi stand would have on the quality of life for those living and working in Arundel Square.  The Mayor thanked the deputation for their presentation.  The deputation then withdrew.  The Members asked that a traffic survey of existing traffic patterns be carried out in Arundel Square and the results thereof be brought to the Council when the matter is considered in July.

3. Report from delegation on the meeting with An Tanaiste regarding the Radiotherapy Unit for the South East.

The Report drawn up by the Members who had met the Tanaiste was circulated to the meeting.  The Mayor advised that no response had been received from the Minister or from the Tanaiste since that meeting on the matter.  The Mayor also advised that he had not raised the issue with the Tanaiste pending the outcome of this meeting discussing the matter.

A wide ranging discussion then followed covering the publication of the Expert Review Groups Report, the most appropriate action for the City Council, the question of a protest outside the houses of the Oireachtas, the differentiation between the findings of any report and the intrinsic need for Radiotherapy services for the South East, and the matter of further consideration and debate of this issue.  Following this discussion, it was unanimously agreed, proposed by Cllr. S. Ryan and seconded by Cllr. M. Roche, that Waterford City Council would travel together to Dublin to make a public protest in the form of a picket outside of Dail Eireann on Tuesday the 17th of June.  It was further agreed that every member of the City Council should make every effort to be in attendance.  It was agreed that to confirm the strength of unity on this issue that the Members would travel to Dublin by bus on that day.

4. Proposed Extinguishment of Public Rights of Way at Knockhouse Road

Mr. Lar Power’s report dated the 21st of May 2003 circulated with the Agenda refers.  It was proposed by Ald. Maurice Cummins seconded by Cllr. Sean Dower and unanimously resolved that the procedure for the proposed extinguishment of the rights of way referred to in Mr. Lar Powers report dated the 21st of May 2003 be initiated in accordance with section 73 of the Roads Act 1993.

5. Proposed Traffic Management changes at Ballybricken 

Mr. Lar Power, A/Director Transportation and Infrastructure advised the Members of the proposed changes to Traffic Management at Ballybricken.  He informed the Council that four observations had been received covering alleged adverse affect on business, location of bus stop, provision of a pedestrian island at the Morgan Street junction and the introduction of the scheme for a trial period.  Questions were dealt with regarding car parking spaces, traffic flows, pedestrian safety, need for adequate signage and the commitment to monitor a new system on an ongoing basis.  The proposed changes were proposed by Ald. Maurice Cummins, seconded by Ald. Tom Cunningham and unanimously adopted.

6. Planning Items Referred

03/94
(not 95 as in Agenda paper)


erection of a two storey extension to rear of house including kitchen/dining area on the ground floor & two bedroom one with en-suite & dressing on 1st floor at Gibbethill for John & Patty Boyce - Mr. Andrews advised that the site is too small to accommodate the proposed development.

03/113
retail warehouse/DIY store consisting of 2500 sq.m net sales area with garden centre attached, two retail units for the sale of comparison goods with a net sales area of 2728 sq.m and an additional 27 car parking spaces at Farronshoneen for Noel Frisby Contruction Ltd. – Mr. Andrews advised that further information had been received and the matter is under consideration.  He also confirmed that an outline planning permission for a filling station was issued in 1998.

03/114
change of use of part ground floor from residential to commercial at 1 Hazelbourne for Bernie Lacey – Mr. Andrews confirmed that there is no retail sale proposed in this case. 

03/130
a two storey extension to side of existing house at 165 Lismore Park for 

P. Roche.

03/131
a two storey extension to side of existing house at 164 Lismore Park for 


P. Roche.

Mr. Andrews confirmed that further information had only yesterday been received on this case.  The matter will be considered.  Members expressed concern at the level of occupation proposed in these cases.  The concerns of the residents association were also noted.  Mr. Michael Walsh, Director of Planning & Environment confirmed that a report on the application of the Waterford City Development Plan to items such as this and other relevant planning items would be submitted to Council at the end of this year.

03/215
construction of a two storey extension to the rear of premises together with alterations to the front elevation & roof structure of existing premises at John Street for James Gordon – the Director of Planning & Environment confirmed that the City Council is aware of the derelict nature of the adjoining site.  

Any Other Business

It was agreed that ward members would meet with the Transport and Infrastructure Department on the questions of ramps in local areas.

