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WATERFORD  CITY  COUNCIL

ADJOURNED COUNCIL MEETING IN COMMITTEE 24th OCTOBER 2003

PRESENT:          

An Seanoir Tomás Ó Cunneagáin Meara,

An Seanoir Padraig Ó hAodha,

An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach,

An Seanoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill,

An Seanoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain,

An Comhairleoir Micheal Ivory,

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste,

An Comhairleoir Oilibhear Ó Cleirigh,

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Riain,

An Comhairleoir Séan Hallagan,

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu,

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Neill,

An Comhairleoir Liam Mac Carthaigh,

OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          






Mr. C. Murray, City Manager,

Mr.L. Power, Director of Transportation& Infrastructure






Mr. M. Walsh, Director of Planning & Environment,





Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Community & Enterprise,






Mr. P. Power, Director of Housing  &Corporate Affairs 

Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance,






Mr. J. Andrews, Senior Planner,






Mr. P. Mc Carthy, Senior Engineer,






Mr. L. Quinlan, Senior Executive Officer,






Mr. C. O’Sullivan, Senior Executive Engineer,






Mr. J. Hickey, Senior Executive Engineer,







Ms. M. Breen, Administrative Officer,






Ms. O. O’Reilly, Snr. Staff Officer,

APOLOGY:          

An apology for inability to attend was received from Cllr. S. Dower.

5. WATERFORD CITY APPOINTED STANDS

The City Centre Traffic Flow Maps circulated prior to the meeting refer. The Director of Transportation and Infrastructure outlined the proposed traffic flow for the City Centre and stated that the relocation of the bus stop to Patrick St and the provision of two new taxi stands in Michael St had been taken into account in the layout of the proposed traffic flow. He informed the meeting of the advantages of the proposed traffic flow and confirmed that the proposed traffic flow plan is superior than that previously presented to Council.

Questions were dealt with in relation to the routing of taxis down Lady Lane and Barker St. and the pedestrianisation of Broad St.

The Director of Transportation & Infrastructure confirmed that the adoption of the Appointed Stand Bye-Laws in July 2003 provided for 64 taxi stands in the City. He stated that following discussions with the taxi operators and City Council Members in September 2003 it was agreed to consider the relocation of  the bus stop in Michael St to Patrick St and the taxi stand in Patrick St to Michael St thereby providing two taxi stands in Michael St. 

Members expressed concern at the possible volume of traffic turning into Lady Lane, the queuing of taxis in Michael St., parking in Lady Lane and deliveries to City Square Shopping Centre.

The City Manager informed the Council that the current traffic plan proposal  provides a practical solution that will accommodate both taxis and traffic in the City and he recommended that the City Council commence the consultation process in accordance with Part X1 of the Planning & Development Act 2001 and Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001.

Responding to a question the City Manager confirmed that if the current proposal does not proceed the Appointed Stand Bye-Laws as adopted in July 2003 will remain in force.

It was agreed not to proceed with this item at this time.

It was agreed that the Director of Transportation and Infrastructure would meet with the Members discuss the traffic plan proposal. 

6. WASTE PRESENTATION BYE-LAWS

The Director of Planning & Environment’s Report dated 6th October 2003 circulated with the agenda refers.

Responding to questions the Director of Planning & Environment stated that Bye- Law (16 ) places a responsibility for waste disposal on the owner/generator of the waste and he confirmed that this would be emphasised in promotional leaflets.

On the proposition of Cllr. S. Ryan, seconded by Ald. P. Hayes it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Waste Presentation Bye-Laws for the presentation, collection and storage of household waste in Waterford City.

7. DRAFT SLUDGE MANAGEMENT PLAN

The Director of Transportation & Infrastructure introduced Mr. Neil Delaney of Entec and O’Dwyer.

The Mr. P. Mc Carthy, Senior Engineer adverted to the background of the presentation. He stated that under the Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive and Waste Management Act 1996 Waterford City Council is required to prepare a Waste Management Plan for all non hazardous sludge arising within their functional area.

He confirmed that before the Sludge management Plan can be adopted a further two month period of consultation is required following the adoption of the draft plan by members.

He informed members that the Sludge Management Plan forms a subset of the Waste Management Plan for Waterford City and County. He stated that the plan considers all forms of non- hazardous sludge arising and predicted to arise in the greater city area over the next twenty years and proposes sustainable management strategies for these sludges.

Mr. Delaney informed the meeting that sludges are produced in four main categories: (a)Agriculture, (b)Industry, (c)Water Treatment (d) Waste Water Treatment and identified the strategies for management of these non hazardous sludges: Minimisation, Re-use, Recycling, Disposal.

He confirmed that at present no waste-water treatment works come under the jurisdiction of Waterford City Council but informed the meeting that this situation would change with the construction of the new waste water treatment works to treat the waste water from the City and the environs of South Kilkenny. He confirmed that the plan recommends that a single sludge treatment centre be developed at or adjacent to the Waterford City Council Waste- Water Treatment Works for the treatment of all waste water treatment sludges arising from the waste water treatment works

He stated that sludge must be treated to ensure there is a defined microbial reduction.

Mr. Delaney informed members of the viable treatment options: (a) Pasteurisation and Anaerobic Digestion to Agriculture (b) Hydrolysis and Anaerobic Digestion to Agriculture (c) Composting to Agronomic re-use (d) Thermal Drying to Agriculture (e) Thermal Drying to Industry (f) Thermal Drying to Gasification.

He informed members that the recommended treatment option is “Biosolids Production Plant with Sustainable Re-use of the product” with anaerobic digestion and pre-pasteurisation being required immediately and the phased installation of some form of thermal treatment being preferred when the need arises.

In conclusion Mr. Delaney outlined the specific recommendations of the sludge management plan.

Questions were dealt with in relation to the demand for treated sludge, discharge from the sludge treatment centre and the cost of the sludge treatment centre.

The Mayor thanked Mr. Delaney for his presentation.

The City Manager advised the members of the revised arrangements regarding meetings with residents’ associations.

The Director of Planning & Environment advised members to contact Mr. J. Andrews directly regarding any of the individual planning applications that had been listed for the meeting.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: ______________________


Date: ______________ 

