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WATERFORD  CITY  COUNCIL

COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 14th APRIL 2003

PRESENT:          

An Comhairleoir Oilibhear Ó Cleirigh Meara,

An Comhairleoir Seán Ó’Dóbhair,
An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach,

An Seanoir Daithí Mac Domnhaill,

An Seanoir Tomás Ó Cunneagáin,

An Seanoir Padraig Ó hAodha,

An Seanoir Hilary Ó Caoinnealain,

An Comhairleoir Micheal Ivory,

An Comhairleoir Máire De Roiste,

An Seanoir Muiris Ó Cuimin,

An Comhairleoir Seamus Ó Riain,

An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu,

An Comhairleoir Labhras Ó Neill,

An Comhairleoir Liam Mac Carthaigh,

OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          






Mr. E. Breen, City Manager,

Mr. P. Power, Director of Housing &Corporate Affairs, 
Mr. L. Power, A/Director of Transportation& Infrastructure






Mr. M. Walsh, Director of Planning & Environment,







Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Community & Enterprise,




Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance,

Mr. J. Andrews, Senior Planner 

Mr. P. Mc Carthy, Senior Engineer,

Mr. R. Maddock, A/Senior Architect,






Mr. F. Galvin, Senior Executive Officer, 






Mr. L. Quinlan, Senior Executive Officer,






Mr. E. Ruane, Senior Executive Officer,






Mr. C. Keogh, Senior Exec. Engineer,






Ms. M. Breen, Administrative Officer,






Ms. O. O’Reilly, Senior Staff Officer. 

APOLOGY:          

An apology for inability to attend was received from Cllr. J. Halligan.

PRESENTATION BY BRIAN CONROY – I.D.A.

The Mayor welcomed Brian Conroy, Regional Director IDA, South Region, who made a presentation outlining Competitive Advantage in Waterford City. 

Mr. Conroy stated that the key ingredients for Foreign Direct Investment are:

competitive business environment, infrastructure, business support services, industry clusters, skills availability, property solutions and business climate. The IDA strategy is to retain and develop existing industry, prioritise sectors for development, prioritise locations for development, and develop magnets of attraction for the Region and City.

He informed the meeting that industry in Waterford falls into four sectors: Research & Development, Software Development, Shared Services and Customer/Technical Support. Mr. Conroy confirmed that the IDA’s strategy for Waterford City involved the IDA Industrial Park, the Technology Park and the strategic site at Waterford Port, Belview.

He concluded his presentation by stating that Waterford must lead as the Gateway City for the region and principal point of attraction. He stated that infrastructure is critical and that the IDA welcomes quality private commercial and industrial development in the City. He confirmed that the City Council is an important

Partner for the IDA.

Responding to questions Brian Conroy stated that financial services companies are not relocating outside of Dublin as the cost of renting property and the turnover of staff had equalised. He informed the meeting that the IDA is not selling land in the industrial estate and confirmed that the IDA is in discussion with Bord Gais regarding the provision of a natural gas pipeline to Belview. 

In response to a questions regarding the Rosslare to Limerick railway line

he confirmed that the IDA is to meet with Iarnrod Eireann and that the IDA has made representations to the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment.

Mr. Conroy answered queries relating to the promotion of Waterford by the IDA abroad, industrial relations, marketing the City and industrial relocation costs.

The Mayor thanked Mr. Conroy for his presentation

The City Manager expressed his thanks to Mr. Conroy for his attendance and stated that he was aware of the efforts being made by the IDA to attract industry to the City. 

It was agreed that a copy of Mr. Conroy’s presentation would be circulated to the members.

Mr. Conroy then withdrew from the meeting.

Part 8 PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 – 

Commencement of Process

(i) Traveller Group Housing Scheme

(ii) Cleaboy Link Road Extension.

The Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs stated that discussions regarding the locations of the Traveller Group Housing sites had taken place with the Ward members. He confirmed that a number of issues and concerns had been addressed in relation to the size of and access to the sites.  He advised that an alternative site had been identified in Electoral Area 1 and gave full details of this site to the Council. He informed the meeting that the next part of the process would be to commence the public consultation process.

Responding to questions the Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs confirmed that cost of the purchasing land for Traveller Group Housing Schemes is 100% recoupable from central government. He stated that Traveller Group Housing Schemes form part of the Traveller Accommodation Programme adopted by the City Council and are National Policy.

The City Manager informed the members of the City Council’s obligation to provide housing for travellers. 

A lengthy and considered discussion followed.

It was proposed by Cllr. M. Roche and seconded by Cllr. S. Ryan that Waterford City Council initiate the process under Part 8 Planning & Development Act 2000 in respect of the construction of traveller group housing scheme as set out by the Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs.

A show of hands was called for which resulted as follows:

In Favour
5


Against  8      

Abstention 1

Cllr. M. Roche tendered her resignation from the traveller accommodation consultative committee.

(iii) Kilcohan/St Herblain Infill Housing

It was agreed to defer this item to the next Committee Meeting.

PLANNING ITEMS REFERRED:          

It was unanimously agreed to suspension standing orders for 10 minutes. 

Ref. No.
03/99
Mixed-use development on the site of the existing car park at Railway Square/Link Road of five, six and seven storey’s over half-basement with feature tower.  It shall comprise of 152 No. half-basement car parking spaces which shall be accessed crom the Link Road, 3079 sq.m retail area, 1839 sq.m office area, 96 No. section 23 apartments and 30 additional apartments with internal courtyards of open space, re-alignment of Link Road with 22 new car parking spaces located thereon, re-design and landscaping of the existing Railway Square park with public art, boardwalk along eastern elevation with St. John’s River, pedestrian link bridge to Millers Marsh car park, two No. ATM’s services/deliveries yard, and associated site works.  The proposal includes the demolition of three habitable dwellings at Nos 1, 2 & 3 Mendicity Lane together with mitigation works to include proposals for the protection of the city wall. (The City wall is a protected structure).  For RS Railway Square Ltd. 

The Senior Planner stated that this is a flagship development and confirmed that two general observations had been received.

03/104
Redevelopment of part of the Tedcastle site, Canada Street, from its existing use as a petrol station and oil distribution depot to accommodate 76 apartments over ground floor car parking with vehicular access from Canada Street.  The proposed 2 to 6 storey building would be located to the rear of a proposed office building (separate application), with emergency vehicle access at the People’s Park entrance, running alongside John’s river; the erection of a pedestrian bridge across the river linking to the proposed John’s River Linear Park and an ESB substation for W.D. Bolster & Son Ltd. 

03/105
Planning permission for the redevelopment of part of the Tedcastle site, Canada Street, from its existing use as a petrol station and fuel depot to offices with ground level car parking beneath an apartment building (separate application) located to the rear; to accommodate 7,750sqm of commercial office floorspace in a building ranging from 4 to 7 storeys fronting Canada Street with gated vehicular access to car parking at the rear; ESB substation; emergency vehicular access alongside John’s River; and the erection of a pedestrian bridge across John’s River to access the proposed John’s River Linear Park for L.L. Loctations Ltd.

The Senior Planner informed the meeting that 03/104 and 03/105 related to the same

development. He confirmed that no objection had been received. He answered queries

relating to the pedestrian bridge and the emergency access to the development.

03/82

conversion of existing detached dwelling to three 2-bedroom Sec.50  

apartments with a 3 storey extension to side & rear to include an additional six 2 NO. bedroom Sec. 50 apartments, together with car-parking & associated site works for M. Walsh.

The Senior Planner confirmed that this is a re-application.

03/100
133 dwelling houses comprising of 44 No. 4 Bed, 77 No. 3 Bed & 12 No. 2 Bed together with associated site development works with site 92 allocated for a creche/childminding facility for S & K Carey Ltd.

The Senior Planner stated that this development may require a material contravention

and if so will revert to Council. He answered queries relating to access to the

development and road infrastructure.

03/58
demolition of 29 Upper Yellow Road & construct one no.3 storey single aspect apartment block (comprising of 1 No. two bedroom apartment & 1 No. 3 bedroom duplex apartments).  Also one No.3 storey single aspect apartment block (comprising of 6 No. two bedroom apartments) including ancillary site works for Tycor Developments Ltd.

The Senior Planner stated that this application has been re-submitted as a smaller

development. 

03/68
outline permission to construct 2 semi-detached two storey houses for the private use of family members for Margaret Cahill.

The Senior Planner informed the meeting that this application is invalid.

03/80
a Sudent Village development which will consist of: 217 apartments in 9 blocks varying in height from 2 storey to 6 storeys comprising of 23 No. 2 bedroom apartments.  184 No. 3 bedroom apartments.  10 No. 4 bedroom apartments.  2 No. retail units and administration block, parking, landscaping and associated site works for Middlethird Estates.

The Senior Planner confirmed that this application is a repeat application. Responding

to a question he stated that the retail units formed part of the original application.

Planning, Land Use and Transportation Study

It was agreed that the Planning Land Use and Transportation Study would presented

to Council on 19th May 2003 in Committee.

Council Meeting 12th May 2003

On the proposition of Cllr. L. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. S. Dower it was unanimously agreed that the Council Meeting on 12th May 2003 would commence at 5.30pm and finish at 7.30pm.

Waterford Regional Airport

The City Manager informed the members of a press conference regarding the future of the Regional Airport scheduled for 3.00pm on the 15th April 2003.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

