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COMHAIRLE CATHRACH PHORTLÁIRGE
WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL

PRIVATE DRAINS INFORMATION LEAFLET

Introduction

This information is intended to provide an easy information guide to the law relating to drainage, explaining the difference between Public Sewers and Private Drains.

It is a common misconception that councils are responsible for maintaining drains. Apart from some drainage on council estates and drains which serve City Council housing tenants, all drains are privately owned by the owners of the houses or premises they serve.

What are Drains and Sewers?

· Private (Common) Drain: a single pipe which removes sewage or rainwater from one or more (common) premises and any associated buildings. A drain is still a drain even if it goes past the boundary of your property and under the road and footpath until it joins a sewer: The drain is PRIVATE.











· Public Sewer:  a sewer which has been adopted or taken-in-charge as a public sewer and is therefore the responsibility of Waterford City Council.
Any works affecting private drains should be carried out in accordance with the Building Regulations. Where other persons are served by the same private (common) drain they should also be notified. In the event of damage to the drain they have the right to make you repair it, through the courts if necessary.
Any works affecting a public sewer will need the permission of Waterford City Council’s Drainage Section.

Contact Details :
Drainage Section, Waterford City Council, Tel: 051-309900.
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